SUMMARY MINUTES

CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

CAPITAL AREA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION (CARTPO)

CAPCOG BOARDROOM

6800 BURLESON RD, SUITE 310

AUSTIN, TX 78744

February 13, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Will Conley, Hays County (Chair)
Steve Zoromsky, LCRA

Howard Falkenberg, AARO

Comm. Ronny Hibler, Burnet County                Henry Parker, Llano County
James Sultemeier, Blanco County 

Howard Falkerburg, AARO

Brian Shirley, Burnet County

Joe Roland, Caldwell County
Terry Orr, City of Bastrop

Marc Halm, City of Elgin

Douglas Hartfield, Lee County

Bill Hamilton, RTCC

STAFF PRESENT:

Betty Voights, CAPCOG

Sean Moran, CAPCOG

David Fowler, CAPCOG

1.
Call to Order –Chairman Conley

Commissioner Conley opened the meeting and asked for introductions.

2. Introductions

3. Public Comments

No public comments were made

4. Election of Officers
Using the CARTPO bylaws, the members briefly discussed the rules affecting the officers’ election.  After a nomination of the current officers was suggested, the resolution was seconded and passed unanimously.  This will be the second and final year the current officers can have in their respective positions.
5. Update On Federal Economic Stimulus Package
Elizabeth Prestwood from TxDOT described the current state of the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) funds coming through or directed by her agency. She noted that 50% of funds had to be for projects that are ready to start within 90-100 days. She said the other 50% must be for projects that can commence within the calendar year.  These criteria may cause the projects selected to differ from those which county officials have prioritized at recent meetings. She referred the members to the documents she brought, which included the breakdown of funding expected for both stimulus projects and safety projects.  
6. 
Legislative Update
Sean Moran presented an overview of bills introduced in the state legislature that were relevant to transportation and county land use powers.  Chief among the bills he covered were SB383/HB564, which was the funding for the Texas Rail Relocation, which would be based on car rental and purchase fee.  Also covered was SB505, Which establishes transportation finance zones adjacent to state highway projects.  Then, Mr. Moran detailed HB1119, which allows for enhanced zoning and planning powers in counties.  A somewhat related bill also included in the presentation was SB578, which would provide for the requirement of buffers between certain incompatible uses in rural areas, while also requiring road improvements and fire suppression systems in subdivisions.

7. Proposal of US281 Corridor Resolution
Ross Milloy of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council presented his proposal of a resolution urging TxDOT conducts a corridor study of the US 281 corridor between San Antonio and Lampasas.  This highway runs through Blanco and Burnet Counties in the Capital Area and also is near Travis and Llano counties as well.  The reasons for the importance of the study were listed as heavy traffic, the transportation of hazardous materials and the use of the route as an alternate to Interstate 35.  Staff was instructed to draft a resolution to distribute to governments in the affected areas within the CARTPO region, to be heard by the relevant elected bodies.  At the next meeting, the CARTPO members will vote on the resolution.
8. County Transportation Plans Update 
Elizabeth Prestwood of TxDOT covered the progress of the Burnet and Bastrop County transportation plans.  She noted that the plans were moving into the projections phase.  She also noted that both counties have consultants in place.
9. Other Business

The next meeting was noted as being scheduled for April 17th at 11:00 AM.  It was noted that this time may conflict with the next Texas-Colorado River floodplain meeting.  Chairman Conley wanted staff to e-mail details about the hearing for HB 2589, the bill Chairman Pickett covered in his presentation. The Chair also directed staff to place an item about how to expand CARTPO’s profile in the project selection process.
10. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned.
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