SUMMARY MINUTES

CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

CAPITAL AREA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION (CARTPO)

CAPCOG BOARDROOM

6800 BURLESON RD, SUITE 310

AUSTIN, TX 78744

March 13, 2009
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Will Conley, Hays County (Chair)
Steve Zoromsky, LCRA

Howard Falkenberg, AARO

Debbie Ingalsbe, Hays County
Comm. Ronny Hibler, Burnet County                    Donna Klaeger, Burnet County


Clara Beckett, Bastrop County
Henry Parker, Llano County
James Sultemeier, Blanco County 

Brian Shirley, Travis County

Joe Roland, Caldwell County
Ron Morrison, Williamson County

Terry Orr, City of Bastrop

Peter Halm, City of Elgin

Douglas Hartfield, Lee County

STAFF PRESENT:

Betty Voights, CAPCOG

Sean Moran, CAPCOG

David Fowler, CAPCOG

1.
Call to Order –Chairman Conley

Commissioner Conley opened the meeting and asked for introductions.

2. Introductions

3. Public Comments

No public comments were made

4. Update on Federal Economic Stimulus Projects
Ed Collins from TxDOT described the current state of the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) funds coming through or directed by his agency.  He referred the members to the project list he distributed, which included both stimulus projects and safety projects.  
5. 
TxDOT Project Selection
Related to the item above, the members asked Mr. Collins what the role of the project prioritization done at and after the December 5, 2008 CARTPO meeting, since none of the larger projects the members voted upon were selected for funding.  Additionally, the members noted that the safety projects selected were often given low priority or were completely unranked by the committee members.  The members also stated that the unpredictability of the project selection process could possibly hurt the members politically, as several top projects that generate frequent complaints from citizens are not being addressed.   Mr. Collins in part blamed this on the RPO process not being integrated into the project selection process, leading to input perhaps not being taken into account by state-level decision-makers.
6. Legislative Update
Sean Moran presented an overview of the progress of transportation and land use-related legislation in the current legislative session.  The bill that Sean highlighted most was HB2589/SB1417, which was related to transportation in Texas and included several items that would formalize the existence of organizations such as CARTPO and align TxDOT districts with COG districts.
Representative Joe Pickett, Chair of the House Transportation Committee, handled the rest of the presentation on this topic.  He said that HB2589 will be heard in the House the Tuesday after the CARTPO meeting.  The Representative said that the bill is inspired by the progress of the TxDOT sunset hearings.  While this bill may be seen as directing TxDOT’s actions, taking some discretion away, he still believes that the agency should be preserved in order to keep the size and flexibility a large state agency such as TxDOT has.  If passed, his bill would change organizations such as CARTPO from having an advisory role to being allocators of funds.  In order to make both the MPO’s and RPO’s more accountable, the bill mandates that more elected officials are included on their boards.   This would include local county and state officials from each region.  
Representative Pickett also covered the issue of Transportation Reinvestment Zones (TRZ), which are addressed in HB1810.  Representative Pickett wants to get TRZ authority for counties without the need to create an elected board, instead using the commissioner’s court as the board for the TRZ.  He also thinks that the TRZs will not require ballot approval by the citizens of the affected area.
7. Resolution on US 281 Corridor Study
This resolution which the voting members requested after hearing a presentation on the matter from Ross Milloy of the Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council at the prior meeting, was passed unanimously without changes or comments after Mr. Moran read the proposed amendment aloud.
8. County Transportation Plans Update 
Sean Moran presented the Progress of the Burnet and Bastrop County Comprehensive Transportation Plans.  He noted that Burnet County has had Jacobs selected as its consultant.  Mr. Moran also pointed out several maps that had been made to represent bridge and accident data for the region.  He estimated that each plan would be completed in mid-to-late 2009.
9. Other Business

The next meeting was noted as being scheduled for April 17th at 11:00 AM.  It was noted that this time may conflict with the next Texas-Colorado River floodplain meeting.  Chairman Conley wanted staff to e-mail details about the hearing for HB 2589, the bill Chairman Pickett covered in his presentation. The Chair also directed staff to place an item about how to expand CARTPO’s profile in the project selection process.
10. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 12:55.
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