SUMMARY MINUTES

CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

CAPITAL AREA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION (CARTPO)

CAPCOG BOARDROOM

6800 BURLESON RD, SUITE 310

AUSTIN, TX 78744

January 14, 2011
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Will Conley, Hays County (Chair)

Wayne Brascom, Llano County (Vice-Chair)
William Hamilton, Mayor, City of Rollingwood
Ronny Hibler, Burnet County                   
James Sultemeier, Blanco County 

Howard Falkenberg, AARO

Ron Morrison, Williamson County

Maurice Pitts, Lee County
                    

Tom Muras, Fayette County Commissioner


Tom Bonn, Caldwell County Judge


Cynthia Long, Williamson County Commissioner

Douglas Hartfield, Lee County

Debbie Ingalsbe, Hays County
Carlos Lopez, TxDOT
Bruce Byron, Nancy Ledbetter & Associates
Joe Roland, Caldwell County

George Russell, Mayor of Marble Falls
Steve Zoromsky, LCRA

Mayor Marc Holm, Elgin

Ray Sanders, Mayor of Lockhart

Lucy Johnson, Mayor of Kyle

STAFF PRESENT:

Betty Voights, CAPCOG

David Fowler, CAPCOG

Mark Sweeney, CAPCOG

Ed Collins TxDOT

Le Roy Click, Travis County


Elizabeth Prestwood, TxDOT

Stevie Greathouse, CAMPO

Cathy Stephens, CAMPO

Lyle Nelson, CARTS

Tina Bui, Capital Metro

1.
Call to Order –Chairman Conley

Commissioner Conley opened the meeting and asked for introductions.

2. Introductions

The Chair bypassed the introduction of individual members
3. Public Comments

No public comments were made
4. Election of 2011 officers
Chairman Conley took nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair for the two-year term covering calendar years 2011 and 2012.  The existing leadership was nominated and unanimously re-elected.
5. Legislative Update—CAPCOG

Betty Voights, CAPCOG Executive Director, discussed several legislative issues that CAPCOG is following.   Foremost among those she covered were transportation reinvestment zones and statutory recognition of RPOs.  As a result of the discussion of RPOs, the members decided they would like to draft a letter stating support of legislative recognition of RPO’s in the Texas Transportation Code.
6. Presentation on TxDOT’s Planned 2011 activities and CARTPO’s role as an RPO (Elizabeth Prestwood, TxDOT)

Ms. Prestwood covered an overview restructuring recommends arising from TxDOT’s sunset review.  Most notably, the recommendations would replace the Texas Transportation Commission with a Single Elected Commissioner.  Among the other things covered in her presentation were the recent completion of the Statewide Long-range Transportation Plan and the Texas Rail Plan.  Elizabeth outlined recently initiated and anticipated projects within the Austin District.  Elizabeth concluded with an update of TxDOT’s activities towards incorporating RPO input into the statewide transportation planning process.  She said an upcoming workshop would deal with the implications of the new rules.
7. 2011 Pass-through Financing Project Call (Elizabeth Prestwood, TxDOT)
Elizabeth Prestwood of TxDOT announced the project call for TxDOT’s pass-through financing program.  She describes the program as a local government will carry the debt for new road projects, eventually to be reimbursed by the state based on traffic volume.  The program is only eligible for roads on the state system.  Some of the biggest users of the program have been the City of San Marcos, along with Hays and Williamson Counties.  Commissioner Morrison said that the effective repayment rate on projectes is about 80% of project costs.  Chairman Conley said that the only downside of the program is having to carry large amounts of debts on a participating government’s books.
8. Presentation on US 281 Survey Interim Report (Bruce Byron) 
Bruce Byron presented the results of his survey of elected officials along US 281 collected to date.  Mr. Byron also summarized his efforts related to the My-35 public involvement process and some of the study findings collected to date.
9. Calendar for 2011 Meetings and Legislative Priorities
After discussing the future schedule, the group settled on February 11th for the next meeting date.  The group also agreed to meet monthly during the 82nd Texas Legislature, but wanted the list of possible dates to be distributed before deciding on the date.  Also, discussions before and after the meeting had focused on inviting Senator Wentworth and Representative Pickett to speak at future meetings.
10. Other Business
No other business was covered
11. Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30.
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