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T 

INTRODUCTION  

        
     he Statistical Overview of  Criminal Justice Related Activities for Bastrop, Fayette and 

Lee Counties is a descriptive resource of  criminal justice related activities in Bastrop, Fay-

ette and Lee Counties.  For the most part, the time frame for the data contained in this book 

spans three years; from 2004 to 2006.  There are a few exceptions where data was not re-

ported for these years. 

 

This information is provided to each county in CAPCOG Region 12 to use as a resource for 

developing and/or revising a community plan of  criminal justice related activities.  

 

 
How to Use this Document 
 
 

The Texas Administrative Code (TAC) states that each community, consisting of  a single 

county or a group of  counties, must file with a COG a community plan that addresses the 

community's criminal justice priorities.  These priorities must include juvenile delinquency 

prevention and victim services.  

 

This document is intended to aid communities in developing and/or revising their commu-

nity plans.  Additional community planning information and document templates can be 

found on the CAPCOG website, at:   

 

 

Michelle Casanova 

Assistant Director, Community and Economic Development 

Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG) 

6800 Burleson Road, Bldg. 310, Ste. 165 

Ph: 512-916-6163 ~ Fax: 512-916-6001 

mcasanova@capcog.org ~ www.capcog.org 
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 INTRODUCTION TO CAPCOG  

WHAT IS A  

COUNCIL OF  

GOVERNMENTS 

(COG)? 

 
Councils of Governments are voluntary associa-

tions of counties, cities, and special districts 

formed under Texas law. These associations 

deal with the problems and planning needs that 

cross the boundaries of individual local govern-

ments or that require regional attention. Al-

though known by several different names, in-

cluding council of governments, regional plan-

ning commissions, associations of governments 

and area councils, they are most commonly re-

ferred to as "COGs". 

 

 

A council of governments is defined by law as 

political subdivision of the state, but it has no 

regulatory power or the authority possessed by 

cities, counties or other local governments. De-

cisions by a council of governments are not 

binding on member governments. As a political 

subdivision, councils of governments are subject 

to state laws governing open meetings, access 

to public records and conduct of public officials.  

Mission Statement:  

Serve the Capital Area as a regional advocate,  planner,  coordinator, and 

service provider. 

Goals: 

 1. To lead in the promotion of regionalism; 

 2. To build partnerships for the economic, environmental, and 

 social development of the region; 

 3. To identify needs within the region and provide access to re

 sources; and 

 4. To provide exceptional service. 

State Statute Allows CAPCOG to: 

Promote intergovernmental cooperation, 

Provide assistance to local governments, 

Develop and implement state plans at the regional level, and 

Leverage state and local funds to maximize federal and private 

funds. 

T         he Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG), formerly known as the Capital Area Planning Council 

(CAPCO),  was organized in 1970 to serve local governments in its ten-county region, known as State Planning Re-

gion 12. CAPCOG is a regional planning commission organized under Chapter 391, Local Government Code.  

 

The primary focus of CAPCOG is to serve as advocate, planner and coordinator of initiatives that, when undertaken 

on a regional basis, can be more effective and efficient. These include emergency services, elderly assistance, law en-

forcement training, criminal justice planning, solid waste reduction, infrastructure development, and community  and 

economic development.  

Area Covered:  

CAPCOG is one of 24 council of governments (COGs) in Texas and is 

comprised of 10 Counties, 59 Cities and Towns, 7 School Districts, 3 

Chambers of Commerce, and 11 Affiliate Members. The CAPCOG Re-

gion includes the following counties: Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell, 

Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, Travis, and Williamson.  
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B          efore exploring the county criminal statistics, this report provides an overview about general statistics and demographics. 

It can be useful in exploring the several variables that affect crime in a particular community.  
 

For example, it can help to better understand the makeup of a localeõs population. In other words, it can easily show the racial 

and ethnic makeup of the population, its composition by age, and prevalent forms of employment, which are all important factors 

in comprehending the crime issue (FBI, 2006). 

BASTROP, FAYETTE AND LEE COUNTIES ñ

GENERAL STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS  

TABLE 1  
COUNTY POPULATION (1980-2007) 

 BASTROP  FAYETTE LEE 

1980 Census 24,726 18,832 10,952 

1990 Census 38.263 20,095 12,854 

2000 Census 57,733 21,804 15,657 

2007 Estimate 72,859 24,132 16,885 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census.  2007 Estimate is for July 1. 

TABLE 2  
CITY POPULATION (1990-2007) 

  1990 2000 2007 

BASTROP  

Bastrop 4,044 5,340 8,202 

Elgin 4,846 5,700 8,833 

Smithville 3,196 3,901 4,510 

FAYETTE 

Carmine 192 228 243 

Fayetteville 283 261 290 

Flatonia 1,295 1,377 1,456 

La Grange 3,951 4,478 4,892 

Round Top 81 77 84 

Schulenburg 2,455 2,699 2,837 

LEE  

Giddings 

Lexington 953 1,178 1,314 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 

TABLE 3  

ETHNICITY COMPOSITION (2007) 

BASTROP   

White Alone 77.6% 

Black Alone 9.1% 

American Indian Alone 0.8% 

Asian or Pacific Islander Alone 0.6% 

Some Other Race Alone 9.4% 

Two or More Races 2.5% 

Hispanic Origin 29.4% 

FAYETTE  

White Alone 81.8% 

Black Alone 7.5% 

American Indian Alone 0.4% 

Asian or Pacific Islander Alone 0.4% 

Some Other Race Alone 8.6% 

Two or More Races 1.3% 

Hispanic Origin 16.4% 

LEE  

White Alone 73.4% 

Black Alone 12.6% 

American Indian Alone 0.5% 

Asian or Pacific Islander Alone 0.3% 

Some Other Race Alone 11.1% 

Two or More Races 2.0% 

Hispanic Origin 22.7% 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 
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TABLE 5                                                                                                                                                                                

SEX AND AGE  

 BASTROP (2006)  FAYETTE (2000) LEE (2000) 

Male 32,087 10,549 7,892 

Female 32,457 11,255 7,765 

Median age (years)  37.3 42.6 35.6 

18 years and over 48,512 16,747 11,148 

Male 23,856 7,977 5,519 

Female 24,656 8,770 5,629 

65 years and over 6,685 4,799 2,252 

Male 3,218 1,956 978 

Female 3,467 2,843 1,274 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

BASTROP, FAYETTE AND LEE COUNTIES ñ

GENERAL STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS  

TABLE 4  
AGE COMPOSITION (1990-2000) 

BASTROP  FAYETTE LEE 
  

1990 2000  % Growth  1990 2000  % Growth  1990 2000  % Growth  

Under 5 years 3,063 4,376  42.8% 1,213 1,173  -3.2% 931 1,083  16.3% 

5 to 9 years 3,228 4,439 37.5%  1,434 1,396 -2.6%  1,030 1,135  10.1% 

10 to 14 years 3,080 4,642  50.7% 1,398 1,498 7.1%  1,054 1,302  23.5% 

15 to 19 years 2,590 4,168  60.9% 1,221 1,549  26.8% 1,147 1,559  35.9% 

20 to 24 years 2,009 2,915  45.0% 917 962  4.9% 637 865  35.7% 

25 to 34 years 6,266 7,957  26.9% 2,651 1,984 -25.1%  1,898 1,756  -7.4% 

35 to 44 years 6,180 10,105  63.5% 2,585 3,164  22.3% 1,719 2,361  37.3% 

45 to 54 years 3,851 8,384  117.7% 1,886 3,010 59.5%  1,192 1,962  64.5% 

55 to 59 years 1,666 2,721  63.3% 946 1,148  21.3% 568 748  31.6% 

60 to 64 years 1,598 2,099 31.3%  1,161 1,121 -3.4%  634 634  0% 

65 to 74 years 2,656 3,347 26.0%  2,402 2,120  -11.7% 1,076 1,169  8.6% 

75 to 84 years 1,592 1,918  20.4% 1,733 1,819 60.5%  714 740  3.6% 

85 years and older 520 662 27.3%  548 860  56.9% 254 343  35.0% 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census 
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TABLE 6                                                                                                                                                                     

HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE (2006)  

 BASTROP (2006)  FAYETTE (2000) LEE (2000) 

Total households  22,208 8,722 5,663 

Family households (families) 16,797 6,047 4,149 

With own children under 18 years 8,202 2,489 2,020 

Married-couple families 12,231 5,059 3,395 

With own children under 18 years 5,417 1,974 1,598 

Male householder, no wife present 1,791 n/a n/a 

With own children under 18 years 1,084 n/a n/a 

Female householder, no husband present 2,775 677 501 

With own children under 18 years 1,701 369 275 

Nonfamily households 5,411 2,675 1,514 

Householder living alone 4,226 2,445 1,347 

65 years and over 1,262 1,430 663 

Households with one or more people under 18 years 9,485 2,702 2,190 

Households with one or more people 65 years and over 4,532 3,154 1,549 

Average household size 2.84 2.44 2.65 

Average family size 3.25 2.97 3.15 

  Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

TABLE 7                                                                                                                                                                         

RELATIONSHIP (2000)  

 BASTROP (2006)  FAYETTE (2000) LEE (2000) 

In households 63,131 21,244 15,035 

Householder 22,208 8,722 5,663 

Spouse 12,487 5,059 3,395 

Child 18,612 5,928 4,834 

Own child under 18 years n/a 4,633 3,895 

Other relatives n/a 927 698 

Under 18 years n/a 349 305 

Nonrelatives 3,082 608 445 

Unmarried partner 1,491 257 185 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

TABLE 8                                                                                                                                                                             

GRANDPARENTS (2000)  

GRANDPARENTS AS CAREGIVERS  BASTROP (2006)  FAYETTE (2000) LEE (2000) 

Grandparent living in household with one or n/a 332 237 

Grandparent responsible for grandchildren n/a 210 152 

Characteristics of grandparents responsible for own n/a n/a n/a 

Who are female 66.3% n/a n/a 

Who are married n/a n/a n/a 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau  

BASTROP, FAYETTE AND LEE COUNTIES ñ

GENERAL STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS  
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TABLE 9                                                                                                                                                                      

 BASTROP  FAYETTE LEE 

Population 15 years and over  51,513 17,771 12,148 

Never married 12,183 3,558 2,202 

Now married, except separated 27,653 10,911 7,983 

Separated 702 164 134 

Widowed 3,630 1,896 931 

Female 2,371 1,570 761 

Divorced 7,345 1,242 898 

Female 3,927 662 442 

Males 15 years and over  25,185 n/a n/a 

Never married 6,164 n/a n/a 

Now married, except separated 14,088 n/a n/a 

Separated 256 n/a n/a 

Widowed 1,259 n/a n/a 

Divorced 3,418 n/a n/a 

Females 15 years and over  26,328 n/a n/a 

Never married 6,019 n/a n/a 

Now married, except separated 13,565 n/a n/a 

Separated 446 n/a n/a 

Widowed 2,371 n/a n/a 

Divorced 3,927 n/a n/a 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

TABLE 11                                                                                                                                                              

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT (2000)  

 BASTROP  FAYETTE LEE 

Population 3 years and over enrolled in school  17,348 4,935 3,941 

Nursery school, preschool 1,720 283 287 

Kindergarten 776 282 258 

Elementary school (grades 1-8) 7,256 2,421 1,948 

High school (grades 9-12) 5,088 1,364 1,125 

College or graduate school 2,508 585 323 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

TABLE 10                                                                                                                                                                      

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT (2000)  

 BASTROP  FAYETTE LEE 

Population 25 years and over  44,723 15,183 9,804 

Less than 9th grade 2,705 2,297 1,551 

9th to 12th grade, no diploma 4,717 2,060 1,220 

High school graduate (includes equivalency) 14,660 5,441 3,606 

Some college, no degree 10,382 2,606 1,734 

Associate's degree 2,673 561 411 

Bachelor's degree 7,488 1,661 924 

Graduate or professional degree 2,098 557 358 

Percent high school graduate or higher 83.4% 71.3 71.7 

Percent bachelor's degree or higher 21.4% 14.6 13.1 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

BASTROP, FAYETTE AND LEE COUNTIES ñ

GENERAL STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS  
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CITATION  
 
òSome people argue that crime is the cause of poverty, and that the solution is therefore law enforcement.  Others claim 

that poverty render people vulnerable to crime, and that underdevelopment problems should be tackled first, and crime 

afterwards.  I believe that both of those arguments are right and wrong at the same time, because each one only tells 

half of the story.  Poverty and crime must be addressed, not separately, but together and at the same timeó.  

- Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)  

TABLE 12                                                                                                                                                                           
INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT (Q3 2007) 

BASTROP  FAYETTE LEE 
  

Firms  Employment  Firms  Employment  Firms  Employment  

Construction 122 1,001 82 471 69 961 

Education and Health Services 89 3,676 59 1,790 32 806 

Financial Activities 76 532 69 545 34 284 

Information 12 95 10 123 4 16 

Leisure and Hospitality 106 1,431 73 960 33 387 

Manufacturing 56 1,285 45 1,233 14 423 

Natural Resources and Mining 31 257 57 739 45 536 

Other Services 87 385 64 228 37 113 

Professional/Business Services 126 732 80 235 37 179 

Public Administration 28 1,012 26 378 15 561 

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 198 2,847 173 2,054 103 1,229 

Unclassified 13 41 5 13 3 5 

Source: Texas Workforce Commission 

RESEARCH NOTES 
 

òAlthough many convicted criminals grew up in an impoverished home, poverty itself canõt be considered an isolated 

cause of crime. Many conditions inherent in povertyñsuch as inadequate housing and insufficient adult supervision of 

childrenñmay be risk factors for criminal behavior, but do not guarantee it. The fact that most convicted criminals are 

from poor families may say more about the criminal justice system than it does about the cause of crimeó (John Howard Society, 1998). 

TABLE 13                                                                                                                                                        

CLASS OF WORKER   

 
BASTROP 

(2006) 
FAYETTE 

(2000) 
LEE 

(2000) 

Private wage and salary 
workers 

21,919 7,397 5,012 

Government workers 7,622 1,328 1,399 

Self-employed workers in 
own not incorporated business 

1,727 1,260 863 

Unpaid family workers 161 54 35 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

TABLE 14                                                       
INCOME DATA (2005)  

 BASTROP  FAYETTE LEE 

Per  
Capita 
Income 

$23,725 $31,456 $25,873 

Average 
Wage 
per Job 

$27,871 $28,919 $28,589 

Source: Texas Workforce Commission 

BASTROP, FAYETTE AND LEE COUNTIES ñ

GENERAL STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS  
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TABLE 15                                                                                                                                                                       

OCCUPATION  

 
BASTROP 

(2006) 
FAYETTE 

(2000) 
LEE (2000) 

Management, professional, and related occupations 1,975 10,305 2,859 

Service occupations 1,146 4,879 1,611 

Sales and office occupations 1,582 8,642 2,333 

Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 137 414 191 

Construction, extraction, maintenance and repair occupations 1,277 4,167 1,339 

Production, transportation, and material moving occupations 1,192 3,022 1,706 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

 TABLE 16                                                                                                                                                         
LABOR FORCE INFO (DEC 2007)  

 BASTROP  FAYETTE LEE 

Labor Force 35,998 11,896 8,929 

Employment 34,660 11,521 8,607 

Unemployment 1,338 375 322 

Unemployment Rate 3.7% 3.2% 3.6% 

Source: Texas Workforce Commission 

TABLE 17                                                                                                                                                                       

EMPLOYMENT STATUS  

 
BASTROP 

(2006) 
FAYETTE 

(2000) 
LEE (2000) 

Population 16 years and over  50,122 17,466 11,861 

In labor force 33,137 10,391 7,510 

Civilian labor force 33,137 10,389 7,502 

Employed 31,429 10,039 7,309 

Unemployed 1,708 350 193 

Armed Forces 0 2 8 

Not in labor force 16,985 7,075 4,351 

Civilian labor force  33,137 n/a n/a 

Unemployed 5.2% n/a n/a 

Females 16 years and over  25,705 9,135 5,930 

In labor force 15,893 4,662 3,306 

Civilian labor force 15,893 4,662 3,306 

Employed 14,861 4,498 3,204 

Own children under 6 years  4,671 1,287 1,291 

All parents in family in labor force 2,723 928 791 

Own children 6 to 17 years  9,895 n/a n/a 

All parents in family in labor force 7,443 n/a n/a 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

NOTE TO READERS  
 

òEmployment and unemployment 

estimates may vary from the offi-

cial labor force data released by the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics because of differences in survey 

design and data collectionó(Census Bureau, 2006). 

 

BASTROP, FAYETTE AND LEE COUNTIES ñ

GENERAL STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS  
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TABLE 18                                                                                                                                                                          
INCOME AND BENEFITS  

 BASTROP (2006)  FAYETTE (2000) LEE (2000) 

Total households  22,208 8,757 5,674 

Less than $10,000 947 1,127 699 

$10,000 to $14,999 1,349 700 351 

$15,000 to $24,999 2,607 1,435 877 

$25,000 to $34,999 2,300 1,158 825 

$35,000 to $49,999 3,312 1,589 1,103 

$50,000 to $74,999 5,280 1,500 979 

$75,000 to $99,999 3,433 627 489 

$100,000 to $149,999 2,022 426 220 

$150,000 to $199,999 711 85 45 

$200,000 or more 247 110 86 

Median household income (dollars) 53,157 34,526 36,280 

Mean household income (dollars) 59,793 n/a n/a 

With earnings 18,236 6,403 4,497 

Mean earnings (dollars) 58,145 43,963 44,012 

With Social Security 6,218 3,348 1,617 

Mean Social Security income (dollars) 13,159 10,540 10,217 

With retirement income 4,261 1,482 870 

Mean retirement income (dollars) 23,436 17,100 30,057 

With Supplemental Security Income 864 455 231 

Mean Supplemental Security Income (dollars) 6,152 5,929 5,895 

With cash public assistance income 668 190 85 

Mean cash public assistance income (dollars) 1,614 1,603 2,602 

With Food Stamp benefits in the past 12 months 2,076 n/a n/a 

Families  16,797 6,142 4,190 

Less than $10,000 433 333 288 

$10,000 to $14,999 415 331 158 

$15,000 to $24,999 1,395 835 574 

$25,000 to $34,999 1,770 844 620 

$35,000 to $49,999 2,838 1,323 940 

$50,000 to $74,999 4,435 1,333 858 

$75,000 to $99,999 2,729 589 461 

$100,000 to $149,999 1,928 382 195 

$150,000 to $199,999 631 78 45 

$200,000 or more 223 94 51 

Median family income (dollars) 57,674 43,156 42,073 

Mean family income (dollars) 66,039 n/a n/a 

Per capita income (dollars) 22,045 18,888 17,163 

Nonfamily households  5,411 n/a n/a 

Median nonfamily income (dollars) 25,084 n/a n/a 

Mean nonfamily income (dollars) 36,071 n/a n/a 

Median earnings for workers (dollars) 27,518 n/a n/a 

Median earnings for male full-time, year-round workers (dollars) 37,648 29,008 30,635 

Median earnings for female full-time, year-round workers (dollars) 30,411 20,859 21,611 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

BASTROP, FAYETTE AND LEE COUNTIES ñ

GENERAL STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS  
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TABLE 19                                                                                                                                                                                     

POVERTY STATUS (below poverty level)  

 BASTROP (2006)  FAYETTE (2000) LEE (2000) 

All families n/a 496 406 

 6.0% 8.1% 9.7 

With related children under 18 years n/a 331 271 

                  Percentage 9.0% 12.0% 12.0 

With related children under 5 years only n/a 101 146 

                  Percentage 6.2% 11.6% 16.7 

Married couple families n/a n/a n/a 

                  Percentage 4.1% n/a n/a 

With related children under 18 years n/a n/a n/a 

                  Percentage 6.6% n/a n/a 

With related children under 5 years only n/a n/a n/a 

                  Percentage 0.0% n/a n/a 

Families with female householder, no husband present n/a 185 120 

                  Percentage 18.3% 28.2% 25.4 

With related children under 18 years n/a 147 87 

                  Percentage 20.8% 36.4% 28.5 

With related children under 5 years only n/a 50 38 

                  Percentage 32.7% 40.7% 32.5 

All people n/a 2,426 1,776 

                  Percentage 9.4% 11.4% 11.9 

Under 18 years n/a n/a n/a 

                  Percentage 12.8% n/a n/a 

Related children under 18 years n/a 629 569 

                  Percentage 11.2% 10.9% 10.7 

Related children under 5 years n/a n/a n/a 

                  Percentage 9.2% n/a n/a 

Related children 5 to 17 years n/a 487 390 

                  Percentage 11.8% 12.6% 16.1 

18 years and over n/a 1,778 1,152 

                  Percentage 8.3% 10.9% 13.7 

18 to 64 years n/a n/a n/a 

                  Percentage 8.6% n/a n/a 

65 years and over n/a 588 336 

                  Percentage 6.5% 13.5% 12.7 

People in families n/a n/a n/a 

                  Percentage 6.2% n/a n/a 

Unrelated individuals 15 years and over n/a n/a 511 

                  Percentage 29.6% n/a 28.1 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau,  

BASTROP, FAYETTE AND LEE COUNTIES ñ

GENERAL STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS  
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TABLE 22                                                                                                                                                                               

SELECTED HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS  

 
BASTROP 

(2006) 
FAYETTE 

(2000) 
LEE (2000) 

Lacking 
complete 
plumbing 
facilities 

48 70 99 

Lacking 
complete 
kitchen 
facilities 

54 65 74 

No       
telephone  
service 
available 

1,933 249 260 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau,  

TABLE 21                                                                         

HOUSE HEATING FUEL  

 
BASTROP 

(2006) 
FAYETTE 

(2000) 
LEE 

(2000) 

Utility gas n/a 1,888 1,215 

Bottled, tank, or LP gas n/a 2,704 1,835 

Electricity n/a 3,838 2,424 

Fuel oil, kerosene, etc. n/a 12 6 

Coal or coke n/a 3 0 

Wood n/a 225 159 

Solar energy n/a 5 0 

Other fuel n/a 34 14 

No fuel used n/a 13 10 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey  

TABLE 20                                                                                                                                                                        
ECONOMIC (IN)SECURITY AND SUPPORT 

 BASTROP  FAYETTE LEE 

Poverty for Total Population (2004) 8,627  2,727  1,865  

Child Poverty (2004) 3,341  865  715  

Median Household Income (2004) $44,223  $39,583  $39,196  

Unemployment (2006) 1,603  458  362  

Children Receiving TANF (2005) 419  112  29  

Children Receiving SSI (Rate per 1,000 children age 0-17) (2005) 205  57  28  

Source: Center for Public Policy Priorities and Annie E. Casey Foundation 

BASTROP, FAYETTE AND LEE COUNTIES ñ

GENERAL STATISTICS AND DEMOGRAPHICS  
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HOW TO CALCULATE A CRIME RATE  

There are several ways to calculate a crime rate, but for the purpose of this report, the crime rate per 100,000 

population is going to be used because it is the most common way to calculate crime rates for criminal statis-

tics. 

 

CRIME RATES 

C         rime rates are a useful way to compare the occurrence of any crime by year and by population. They uniform all offenses in 

proportion, so that a city with a population  of 10,000 and a whole country can have their crime rates compared. 

This chapter provides the crime rates for Bastrop, Fayette and Lee counties, as well as the national, state and regional crime 

rates, so that they can be compared for all official crime categories. In addition, it is possible to compare the trends in crime for 

the Bastrop, Fayette and Lee countiesõ local law enforcement agencies with the crime trends for similar population divisions. 

This report always provides the total number of offenses and the total population for all crime categories so that it is possible to 

calculate all crime rates using this information.  

The Regional Crime Rates were created by CAPCOG. For more information, please contact us. 

 

 

    CRIME RATE PER        =   100,000  x  ( Number of  Crimes ) 
    100,000 POPULATION                              Total Population  
 

WHAT IS A CRIME RATE?  

A crime rate is the number of offenses per 100,000 inhabitants. In other words, crime rates provide a measure of 

the risk of crime ð either as offenders or victims ð within a population. They are useful in determining the rela-

tive frequency of crime without regard to fluctuations in population. 

Simple crime counts are not a synonym for crime rates. They are used to calculate crime rates, but by themselves they only indi-

cate the volume of crime in a given population and period. Crime counts are important for assessing workload demands on police 

and other criminal justice agencies. 

HOW TO READ A CRIME RATE  

If a crime rate for murder is 10.0/100.000 in 2008, it should be read as 10 murders per 100,000 residents. That 

means that in a 100,000 population, there were 10 murders in 2008. 

RESEARCH NOTE 

Several variables can have a significant impact on crime, such as population density, degree of urbanization, eco-

nomic conditions, cultural factors and crime report practices of the citizenry. The data user is, therefore, cau-

tioned against ranking based solely on the basis of individual reporting units and their population coverage or 

student enrollment (FBI, 2006). 

 



18  Bastrop, Fayette and Lee Counties Statistical Overview of Criminal Justice Related Activities ð FY 2009 

Crime Rates in Perspective: 
National, State, Regional and County in Comparison  

This section provides the crime rates for all the countyõs local law enforcement agencies.  It  also provides the national, state, 

and regional crime rates, so that it  is  possible to compare all the results for each type of crime category.  

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation 

 

MAP 2 - 2006 UNITED STATES REGIONAL CRIME RATE FIGURES  
Violent and Property Crimes per 100,000 inhabitants 

TABLE 23  
POPULATION  

YEAR NATIONAL STATE REGIONAL BASTROP FAYETTE LEE 

2003 290,809,777 22,118,509 1,480,405 66,778 22,366 16,442 

2004 293,656,842 22,490,022 1,530,851 68,431 22,408 16,476 

2005 296,507,061 22,859,968 1,578,525 69,810 22,484 16,520 

2006 299,398,484 23,507,783 1,643,645 71,684 22,521 16,573 

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation, Texas Department of Public Safety  and Capital Area Council of Governments 


