Summary Minutes
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
CAPITAL AREA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
6800 Burleson Road, Building 310, Suite 165
Austin, TX 78744

February 17, 2011
10:00 AM
	Attendees:





SWAC Committee Members

Jack Ranney, LCRA – Chair
Commissioner Paul Granberg – Vice Chair
Gerry Acuna, City of Austin

Joey Crumley, Educational Rep

Dr. Orlynn Evans, Williamson County
Kyle Hahn, Private Industry

Jeff Hauff, Hays County
Lee Kuhn, Private Industry

Victor Lucero, Bastrop County

Melinda Mallia, Travis County

Richard McHale, City of Austin

Comm. Tom Muras, Fayette County

Comm. Maurice Pitts, Lee County

Kathy Roecker, TCEQ (non-voting)

Lynn Sheffield, Burnet County

CAPCOG Staff

Kelly Freeman, Solid Waste Program Manager
Elaine Kovacs, Research Assistant

Sylvia Leon-Guerrero, Research Assistant

Guests

Adam Gregory, Texas Disposal Systems

	

	
	


1. 
Welcome and Introductory Remarks 




10:00 am

Chair Jack Ranney called the meeting to order and welcomed attendees.  
2.       Consider Approval of October 21, 2010 Minutes



10:05 am
Commissioner Pitts made a motion to approve the minutes; the motion was seconded by Commissioner Muras and approved by acclamation.
3. 
Election of 2011 Officers






10:15 am

The SWAC considered election of 2011 officers.  Existing officers, Jack Ranney as Chair and Commissioner Granberg as Vice Chair, were eligible for an additional year on their terms.  Commissioner Pitts made a motion that the existing officers continue to serve for an additional year; the motion was seconded by M. Mallia and approved by acclamation.
4.         Update on Progress of FY10 and FY11 Grants 



10:15 am

K. Freeman provided an update on progress of current FY10 and FY11 grants.  Some FY10 grants were completed on December 31, 2010.  Some FY10 grants have unspent funds remaining, which will be de-obligated; some FY10 grants have minor additional expenses, which will be considered for reimbursement toward the end of the FY10/11 pending funding availability.  A number of FY10 grants were extended through the FY11 grant period, due to receipt of additional funding for projects in the same category under the competitive FY11 funding round.  Most contracts for FY11 grant projects have been executed and grantees are commencing their grant projects.  K. Freeman also relayed information from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) indicating that FY11 monies may be carried forward into the FY12/13 biennium in order to help mitigate the impact of anticipated funding reductions in the FY12/13 biennium.  Any restrictions to the use of that funding have not been indicated as of yet.
5. 
Update on Legislative Activities Related to Solid Waste


    11:15 am
K. Freeman provided an update on legislative activities related to solid waste.  There is under consideration a proposal to cut statewide funding for the Regional Solid Waste Management by 50%, which could significantly impact CAPCOGs Regional Solid Waste Program.  CAPCOG staff provided testimony to legislative subcommittees regarding the Regional Solid Waste Program, and stakeholders are encouraged to provide testimony or letters of support for the Program where appropriate.  There was discussion among SWAC members that grant scoring criteria and program priorities may need to be adjusted if the 50% cuts are realized.  CAPCOG staff indicated that CAPCOG would be unlikely to have knowledge of CAPCOGs FY12/13 funding allocation until approximately the end of July when the legislative appropriations will be finalized, and the allocation formula is determined by the Texas Association of Regional Councils, on authority granted by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.  The SWAC will need to reconvene in late July or August to address strategies for the FY12/13 biennium.
6.  
Progress Report on Regional Solid Waste Management Plan Update
11:30 am
Staff provided an update on progress to date on data collection activities related to the update of the Regional Solid Waste Management Plan.  CAPCOG has hired two part-time temporary staff members, supported by a COG-managed grant and funding from the City of Austin, to conduct a regional survey of local governments and school districts regarding their solid waste management and recycling activities.  The SWAC was presented with a draft survey document that would be used to collect information, and provided comments and revisions.  Staff assigned to this project will use a combination of traditional surveying, where the document is filled out by the survey recipient and returned, and research, where staff compiles the information independently and uses the survey document as a mechanism to enter data into the comprehensive database.
7. 
Other Business







11:50 am

Adam Gregory, a guest of the SWAC attending in place of Ralph Wueller, introduced himself and indicated that Ralph Wueller would be leaving Texas Disposal Systems and would therefore be resigning from the SWAC.  There was a discussion of proposed additional regulation of metal recycling entities, proposed legislation establishing a state tire recycling program, proposed regulation to create a statewide illegal dumping hotline, and proposed legislation to create a landfill ban on electronics which would be covered under the statewide computer recycling program. 
8.        Adjourn








12:00 pm

L. Sheffield made a motion to adjourn; Commissioner Pitts seconded the motion, which was approved by acclamation.
