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1. INTRODUCTION  
 

In September 2008 local elected officials in the Austin-Round Rock MSA (A-RR MSA) 

along with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) entered into an agreement known as the 8-Hour 

Ozone Flex Program (8-O3 Flex).  This program is designed to implement measures in 

the region to improve air quality and to maintain compliance with the 1997 8-hour ozone 

standard. 

 

In order to facilitate self-evaluation and communication with EPA, TCEQ, stakeholders, 

and the public, the region agreed to assess and report progress towards milestones in a 

regular, public process, at least every six months, beginning in December 2008.  This 

progress report is intended to fulfill 8-O3 Flex commitment under Section 3.7.2., 

Progress Reporting.  This report is the 1
st
 semi-annual progress report and accounts for 8-

O3 Flex activities accomplished during the period May through October 2008. 

 

During this reporting period the A-RR MSA has successfully maintained progress toward 

continued implementation of on-going Early Action Compact (EAC) emission reduction 

measures and other milestones triggered by the signing of the 8-O3 Flex MOA, as 

outlined in 8-O3 Flex Section 3.7.1, Schedule of Activities and Milestones.  This report 

focuses on the following: ozone monitoring and other technical analysis work used to 

evaluate the MSA current and future standing with the 1997 8-hour ozone standard; the 

status of on-going EAC emission reduction measures and state rules implemented 

through EAC; and an update of new O3 Flex Program emission reduction measures. 
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Background 

Local governments, community and business leaders, environmental groups, and 

concerned citizens in the in the A-RR MSA have continued to be interested in taking 

proactive measures to address regional air quality problems, and in April 2008 an 8-O3 

Flex plan was submitted the TCEQ for their approval. The plan was approved by TCEQ 

in June and sent to EPA, who signed the plan in September 2008. The 8-O3 Flex was 

developed to assist the region with addressing the continued challenge of meeting the 

federal ozone standard by keeping existing emission reduction measures in place while 

considering additional proactive steps that can reasonably be taken to protect the health 

of the regionôs citizens.   

 

The 8- O3 Flex is the latest in a series of regional initiatives and builds on the regionôs 

previous plans: the 1-hour O3 Flex program and the EAC.  These voluntary initiatives 

allow the region to address regional ozone problems proactively rather than wait to 

address them through the prescribed federal nonattainment process.  Through these 

efforts, advised by the elected officials of the Central Texas Clean Air Coalition (CAC), 

the region has maintained compliance with the federal ozone standard despite a 

population growth rate that far exceeds the state and national average. 

 

By signing the 8-O3 Flex MOA, the regionôs local governments made a commitment to 

implement the milestones listed in Table 1.1. The milestones due for this reporting 

period, triggered by the signing of the 8-O3 Flex, are detailed in this report. 

 

The 8-O3 Flex can be accessed at: http://www.capcog.org/documents/airquality/Austin-

RoundRock8-HourOzoneFlex.pdf

http://www.capcog.org/documents/airquality/Austin-RoundRock8-HourOzoneFlex.pdf
http://www.capcog.org/documents/airquality/Austin-RoundRock8-HourOzoneFlex.pdf
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Proposed Central Texas 8-Hour Ozone Flex Program (2008-2013)  

TRIGGER  LEVEL  Implement one or more of the following MEASURE(S) 
IMPLEMENTATION 

PERIOD 

Signing of 8 -

Hour O3 Flex 

MOA 

Selected Primary 

Emission Reduction 

Measures 

Continue EAC SIP-Level and Voluntary Emission 

Reduction Measures 

Ongoing, 2008--2013 

Continuation of analysis of measures' effectiveness and 
emissions growth 

Ongoing, 2008--2013 

Continuation of area-wide programs such as Commute 
Solutions, Clean Cities, Clean School Bus  

 Renewal of Idling MOA Prior to 2008 ozone season 

Signing of 8 -

Hour O3 Flex 

MOA 

Primary Emission 

Reduction 

Measure(s) 

Apply for TERP funding (as available) Within 24 months 

TERMS Within 1 year or as scheduled 

Regional RideShare Program Within 1 year 

Invite 5 or more additional cities to join CAC & become 8-
hour O3 Flex Program signatories 

Within 1 year 

Request TCEQ implement Watch/Warning ozone alert 
system 

As appropriate 

Implement AirCheck Texas Local Initiative Projects with 

LIRAP funds 

 

As appropriate 

Pave unpaved roads As appropriate 

Other measures identified and mutually agreed upon Within 1 year 

January 1, 2010 Maintenance for 

Growth Offset 

Measures 

Apply for TERP funding (as available) By December 31, 2010 

Invite all nonparticipating cities in MSA with populations Ó 
10K to join CAC & become 8-hour O3 Flex Program 

signatories 

By December 31, 2010 

TERMS By December 31, 2010 

Other measures identified and mutually agreed upon As appropriate 

Energy efficiency and conservation programs  By December 31, 2010 

84 ppb Ozone 

Design Value 

Tier I Contingency 

Measure(s) 

Apply for TERP funding (as available) Within 24 months 

TERMS Within 24 months 

Invite additional cities to join idling MOU Within 24 months 

VMEP: Upgrade Regional RideShare Program & Clean Air 

Partner Program 

Within 24 Months of 84 ppb 

DV 

Other measures identified and mutually agreed upon As appropriate 

Voluntary use of NOx emissions-reducing diesel and/or 

diesel additive to area fleets, school district buses, and/or 
non-road vehicles 

Within 24 Months of 84 ppb 

DV 

85 ppb or 

Greater Ozone 

Design Value 

(Violation)  

Tier II Contingency 

Measure(s) 

Tier I Contingency Measures not already implemented Within 24 months of violation 

At the request of the county and its principal city, expand 

Inspection & Maintenance Program to Bastrop, Caldwell 

and/or Hays counties. 

Within 24 months of violation 

Request upgrade of I&M Program to include additional 

remote sensing & inclusion of diesel testing 

Within 24 months of violation 

TERMS Within 24 months of violation 

Other measures identified and mutually agreed upon Within 24 months of violation 

Table 1.1: 8-Hour O3 Flex Schedule of Activities and Milestones 
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2. AIR QUALITY MONIT ORING FOR THE 2008 OZONE SEASON IN 

THE AUSTIN -ROUND ROCK MSA 

 

During this reporting period, Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG) continued 

coordinating technical planning activities in support of the local government jurisdictions 

represented on the CAC.  CAPCOG continued monitoring the regionôs ozone levels, 

monitoring control strategy performance, and providing technical support for successful 

implementation of both voluntary and State-assisted measures adopted in the EAC state 

implementation plan (SIP) and 8-O3 Flex.  In addition, CAPCOG continued working with 

contractors to develop a joint modeling episode with enhanced modeling input data in 

order to evaluate high ozone events which occur earlier in the season, usually June or 

early July.    

 

As shown in Figure 2.1, there are seven scientific ozone monitors located in the A-RR 

MSA.  Two of the monitors in this region are operated by TCEQ (CAMS 3, and 38), while 

the remaining five monitors are operated by CAPCOG.  Prior to the 2008 ozone season, 

CAPCOG, in coordination with TCEQ, relocated the Pflugerville monitor to a new 

location near Lake Georgetown.  The data from these monitors is available through the 

TCEQ and can be accessed at the following Web address: 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/cgi-bin/compliance/monops/monthly_summary.pl.  

 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/cgi-bin/compliance/monops/monthly_summary.pl
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.          

Figure 2.1: Austin Region Ozone Monitoring Network  
 

Ozone season for the A-RR MSA begins on April 1
st
 and ends on October 31

st
.  During 

the 2008 ozone season there were no exceedances of the 1997 8-hour ozone standard; 

however, there were two exceedances of the 2008 8-hour ozone NAAQS of 75 ppb.  The 

highest value reported was 78 ppb, which was observed at the Austin Northwest CAMS 

03 site on June 23, 2008.  There were six ozone watch days during the months of May, 

August, and September.  Figures 2.2a through 2.2g illustrate ozone concentrations for the 

months of April through October, 2008.  

 



  

   10 

 
Figure 2.2a: Austin-Round Rock MSA Maximum Daily 8-hr Average Ozone Reading in ppb 

(April  2008) 
 

 
Figure 2.2b: Austin-Round Rock MSA Maximum Daily 8-hr Average Ozone Reading in ppb 

(May 2008) 
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Figure 2.2c: Austin-Round Rock MSA Maximum Daily 8-hr Average Ozone Reading in ppb 

(June 2008) 
 

 
Figure 2.2d: Austin-Round Rock MSA Maximum Daily 8-hr Average Ozone Reading in ppb 

(July 2008) 
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Figure 2.2e: Austin-Round Rock MSA Maximum Daily 8-hr Average Ozone Reading in ppb 

(August 2008) 

 

 
Figure 2.2f: Austin-Round Rock MSA Maximum Daily 8-hr Average Ozone Reading in ppb 

(September 2008) 
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Figure 2.2g: Austin-Round Rock MSA Maximum Daily 8-hr Average Ozone Reading in ppb 

(October 2008) 
 

The design value1 for the A-RR MSA, after the 2008 ozone season, stayed below the 1997 

ozone NAAQS.  The current design value is 77 ppb.  This design value is an improvement 

from the design value of 80 ppb from the 2007 ozone season.  Although the A-RR MSA 

remains in attainment of the 1997 standard, the current design value of 77 ppb exceeds the 

2008 ozone NAAQS.   Figure 2.3 shows the ozone design value trend over the past ten 

years, and Figure 2.4 shows the four highest values for all A-RR MSA area monitors 

during the 2008 ozone season.  

                                                 

 
1 The design value is a three year average of the fourth highest value measured at each 

regulatory monitor from 2006, 2007, and 2008. 
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Figure 2.3: Austin-Round Rock MSA 8-hr Ozone Design Value Trend (1998-2008) 
 

 
Figure 2.4: The Four Highest 8-hour Ozone Values for all Austin-Round Rock MSA Monitors 

During the 2008 Ozone Season 
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Figure 2.5 shows day frequency of ozone concentration for the 2007 and 2008 ozone 

seasons. The comparison between 2008 and 2007 suggest that 2008 was considerably 

lower in number of high ozone days compared to 2007. Moreover, the analysis of 

historical data indicate that in last 7 years high ozone days are distributed between June 

and September more evenly. Traditionally, 80% of all high ozone days (defined as all days 

with 8-hr ozone concentration above or equal 75 ppb) would occur during month of 

September. Figure 2.6 shows seasonal distribution of high ozone days in Austin Round 

Rock MSA. 

 
Figure 2.5: Ozone Concentration and Day Frequency During the 2008 Ozone Season Compared 

to the 2007 Ozone Season  
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Figure 2.6: Seasonal Distribution of High Ozone Days in the Last 8 Years (blue line) Compared 

to Previous Seasons from 1993 - 2000 (red line) 
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3. STATUS OF PRIMARY EMISSION RED UCTION MEASURES  

 

The primary emission reduction measures in the 8-O3 Flex are designed to be sufficient to 

prevent violations of the 1997 8-hour ozone standard through 2009, though many 

measures will be implemented through 2013.  Implementation dates for these measures 

vary, but the majority of the primary measures will be initiated within one year of the 

signing of the 8-O3 Flex.  The primary measures include on-going EAC measures, 

continuation of state rules implemented through the EAC, and new emission reduction 

measures initiated with the 8-O3 Flex program.   

 

On-going Local EAC Measures  

By signing the 8-O3 Flex MOA, local governments and participating organizations 

committed to continuing over 100 EAC emission reduction measures through 2013.  The 

emission reduction measures are implemented by local governments and participating 

organizations to reduce emissions from their operations and within their communities.  

Many of the measures were initially implemented as EAC or 1-hour O3 Flex measures.  

Example measures include ozone action day education and response programs, fleet and 

fuel improvements, employee commute reduction, e-government, and transportation 

system and land-use improvements.  These on-going measures are above and beyond 

those required by state and federal law.  More detailed descriptions and a comprehensive 

list of commitments from local governments and participating agencies appear in 

Appendix B of the 8-O3 Flex document.   

 

To provide an update for this reporting period, survey forms were sent to all participating 

agencies to collect information about the status of all locally implemented measures.  The 

survey forms and answers and a summary table can be found in Appendix A of this 

document. Local governments and participating organizations interpret and implement 

these measures according to their needs and abilities.  With the exception of the 

Transportation Emission Reduction Measures (TERMs), neither the SIP nor the 8-O3 Flex 
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quantifies these reductions nor are they included in attainment modeling.  This section 

summarizes the activities during this reporting period for on-going EAC measures.   

 

EAC TRANSPORTATION EMISSION REDUCTION MEASURES (TERMS) 

TERMs are transportation projects designed to reduce vehicle use, improve traffic flow, or 

reduce congested conditions.  Several jurisdictions and organizations committed to and 

implemented numerous TERMS under the EAC. Most of these TERMs will continue to 

reduce emissions past 2007.  The status of the TERMs from the EAC is illustrated in 

Table 3.1 and Figure 3.1. 

 
 

Table 3.1: Summary of Transportation Emission Reduction Measures (TERMS) for the EAC Clean Air 

Action Plan for the Austin-Round Rock MSA Project Status and Emissions Report (December 2008) 

 

VOC NOx VOC NOx

Intersection Improvements 143 0 15 0 158 316 Intersections 7 8 Intersections 644.639 565.917 592.133 547.689

Signal Improvements 41 0 7 0 48 ~ 1959 Signalized Intersections 2 6 Signalized Intersections 976.368 981.559 794.410 767.183

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities 158 0 31 0 189 ~ 209.03 Miles (+Bike Hub/Racks) 6 13.95 Miles of linear facilities 82.740 82.739 64.272 62.850

Grade Separations 2 0 0 0 2 2 Grade Separations 2 2 Separations 6.764 5.774 0.000 0.000

Transit Projects/Programs 19 0 2 4 21 3447 Lot Spaces (+ 2 Buses) 0 0 Spaces/Programs 129.057 130.756 132.442 116.025

Traffic Flow Improvements 7 0 0 0 7 30.26 Miles of Roadway 0 0 Miles of Roadway 397.612 251.629 384.166 265.074

Intelligent Transportation Systems* 22 0 0 1 22 > 42.51 Miles of Roadway 4 16.958 Miles of Roadway

IMPORTATNT NOTES:

1.119 1.009 0.984 0.879

* Deleted projects are required to be substituted with projects of similar emission reductions by the next reporting period.

* Each improvement has a different type of commitment.  These commitments are units used to quantify emission reductions.

* Shaded rows indicate TERMs that provide continued attainment to the CAAP (due between 2008 and 2012), and are not included in the 2007 emission reduction totals.

* ITS projects are not quantified, due to lack of specific quantification data for the project type/function.  These projects are included in project status totals, but not in reduction totals.

* Footnotes in each table provide essential information on specific improvements.

* Bike/Ped totals changed significantly in 2005 due to spreadsheet errors in the 12/2004 report that caused duplication of certain projects.  

* Jonestown Park & Ride, Wells Branch HEB Park & Ride, Northwest (Interim) Park & Ride, and Kreig Softball Complex Park & Ride have all been closed.

 The additional spaces provided by the Leander Park & Ride (increase to 500 from 200) and Leander Church of Christ (increase to 100 from 30) replace

 the spaces that have been closed.

TERMs PROJECT STATUS*

Total Projects5

Total Eligible 

TERMs
Complete On Time Delayed

Beyond 07 

or Deleted
Total Commitments

TERMs TOTALS

* TERMs deleted or due beyond 2007 are excluded from the emission reduction totals for the 2007 Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP) attainment goal required by the State Implementation Plan (SIP).

PROJECT STATUS TOTALS 392

* This TERMs Report shows the current status of projects as of December 22, 2008.

* The "Delayed" projects are those that have been pushed back a year or more from the implementation date provided in the previous reporting period, due to various reasons.

* The "On Time" projects are those that will still be complete by/sooner than the implementation date provided in the previous reporting period.

* The "Complete" projects are complete and implemented within the region.

0 55 447

PROJECT TYPE

1967.423 1758.821

TOTAL EMISSION REDUCTIONS

Current Reductions

specific reductions not quantified to date

2007

Reductions

Total Projects

Total Commitments

Current 2007

VOC NOx VOC

TOTAL LBS PER DAY REDUCED

2237.181 2018.375

NOx

TOTAL TONS PER DAY REDUCED

Transportation Emission Reduction Measures (TERMs)

EAC Clean Air Action Plan for the Austin-Round Rock MSA

Project Status  and Emissions Report - December 2008

Continued Attainment TERMs*

Total 

Projects

21
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Figure 3.1: EAC Transportation Emission Reduction Measures (TERMS) Project Status as of 

December 2008 

 

COMMUTE SOLUTIONS  

As a part of the on-going EAC emission reduction measures signatories to the 8-O3 Flex 

have committed to implementing commute solutions programs for employees of local 

jurisdictions, agencies, and businesses.  Commute Solutions provides resources, guidance, 

and training needed to implement these commute reduction programs across Central Texas.  

As a result, the programs will reduce congestion, reduce vehicle emissions, and improve 

our regionôs air quality. 

 

During the month of September 2008, Commute Solutions hosted a commuter challenges 

aimed at encouraging commuters to try alternatives to the typical single occupant 

commutes.  The 2008 commuter challenge included 343 participants, which resulted in an 

overall reduction of 395 trips and 12,578 miles, a fuel savings of 599 gallons, and 

emissions reductions of 19.89 lbs and 15.59 lbs of VOC and NOx, respectively.   

 

Additionally, during this reporting period, Commute Solutions awarded an Innovative 

Program Grant to the University of Texas for a bike project aimed at reducing commute 

related emissions.  The grant money from this program will be principally used to purchase 

bikes and equipment, and to establish an information booth for commuters.   
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CLEAN AIR FORCE OF CENTRAL TEXAS 

Founded in1993, the CLEAN AIR Force of Central Texas (CAF) is a 501(c)(3) 

organization of business, government, environmental, and community leaders united in the 

common goal of finding workable solutions for improving air quality in Central Texas. 

CAF conducts and coordinates public awareness and education campaigns and 

implements voluntary programs to reduce emissions.  During this reporting period, CAF 

implemented the Electric Lawn Mower Discount Program, and the Ozone Action Day 

Alert Program.  

 

The goal of the Electric Lawn Mower Discount Program is to offset the air pollution 

created by gas-powered lawn equipment.  Each spring the CAF offers citizens a financial 

incentive to purchase cleaner, electric lawnmowers. A total of 324 electric mowers were 

sold in 2008 and approximately 25 older mowers were recycled.  

 

During 2008 ozone season, CAF offered a new Watch/Warning free email notification 

service to participants when unhealthy levels of ozone are measured (Warning) or forecast 

(Watch). This allows Central Texans to make informed decisions regarding air pollution 

and its potential health effects.  The email alerts also encouraged Central Texans to reduce 

their driving and postpone other polluting activities until late in the day when ozone is less 

likely to form.  CAF worked with local TV meteorologists to help educate local media and 

the public on the newly re-designed system. 

 

CLEAN AIR PARTNERS PROGRAM   

The Clean Air Partners Program (CAPP) is a program of the CAF, the Greater Austin 

Chamber of Commerce, and CAPCOG and is aimed at encouraging businesses and 

organizations to voluntarily reduce their ozone-forming emissions in the Central Texas 

area by 10%.  The program goal is to reduce the equivalent of 16,000 commuters from our 

Central Texas roads.  Partners are able to utilize many different strategies to achieve these 

reductions, such as carpooling/vanpooling; remote work (teleworking/telecommuting); 

flex-time schedules; energy conservation; on-site emission reductions from the use of 
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Green Choice energy; low-emission construction activities; cleaner, water-conserving 

landscaping practices; and a host of other proactive activities that lead to cleaner air.   

 

The program currently has 107 Partners which represent over 164,000 employees in 

Central Texas.  Recruiting Partners for the program is ongoing.  The program uses a Web-

based reporting tool for partners to report their emission reducing business activities on an 

annual basis.  The activities reported during the 2008 reporting period resulted in a 

reduction of over 138,000 lbs of ozone-forming emissions.    

 

THE CLEAN SCHOOL BUS PROGRAM  

The Central Texas Clean School Bus Program is a cooperative partnership among CAF, 

TCEQ, EPA, and CAPCOG, local area businesses, and school districts in Central Texas. 

The Program was established to help school districts within A-RR MSA reduce school 

childrenôs exposure to harmful pollutants from school buses. The primary goals of the 

Clean School Bus Program are to raise funds acquired through the solicitation of 

donations, gifts and bequests in order to: replace older, polluting school buses with new, 

cleaner technology buses; retrofit older buses with new, cleaner emissions control; reduce 

school bus vehicle idling; and encourage the use of cleaner fuels. 

 

Through a Supplemental Environmental Projects fund, the Clean School Bus Program 

helped Elgin and Rockdale ISDs replace 2 highly polluting diesel school buses with new 

cleaner school buses. A $145,000 grant awarded to CAPCOG from the EPA Blue 

Skyways Collaborative allowed the school districts of San Marcos, Smithville and Hays to 

retrofit 62 late-model school buses, reducing emissions of particulate matter by 40% and 

hydrocarbons by 50% from each bus. Funds from this grant also helped Austin ISD 

purchase a plug-in diesel electric hybrid school bus, and a $5,000 grant received from 

Bessemer Trust helped purchase a cleaner technology retrofit for Dripping Springs ISD. 

 

CLEAN CITIES   

Clean Cities is a program designed to assist the United States to use its own renewable 

fuels and to cut dependence on foreign oil.  The Department of Energy is committed to 
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energy use in America's transportation sector that is more efficient, less dependent on 

foreign oil, less environmentally disruptive, sustainable and safe.  By encouraging 

alternative fuel and vehicle use, the Clean Cities program helps enhance energy security 

and environmental quality at both the national and local levels. 

 

During this reporting period, Clean Cities participated in the following activities: 

 

 Applied for and received $127,000 grant from the Propane Education Research 

Council to promote the use of LPG as a commercial lawn mower fuel. $100,000 is 

available for individual rebates up to $2500/rebate.  Rebates are available through 

Texas Clean Cities only. The program runs through Dec. 31, 2010. It is the first 

program like it in the US. 

 

 Plug in Your Wheels electric vehicle incentives were increased and a new section 

added to the awards.  Awards of $100, $150, $250 and $500 are available to 

qualifying Austin Energy customers.   To date, this program has awarded $13,600. 

 

 Hosted a CNG workshop on October 16, 2008, which included 100 attendees from 

across the state. 

 

 Added 8 new stakeholders from June 2008 to October 2008. 

 

 Worked with City of Austin Fleet to develop a 6-8yr plan to infuse more CNG and 

add more LPG to their infrastructure. Austin is using B20 in all diesel vehicles, 

and one e85 pump and tank on location at a service center. 

 

 Continued to organize a project with Austin area schools and Austin Energy to 

create a dual credit alt fuel course converting a gasoline vehicle to all electric.  

This course should be up and running by Fall 2009. 
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Clean Cities will begin their member reporting in January, 2009.  Members will report on 

alternative fuel and clean technology vehicles and lawn equipment operation.  Data from 

member reporting will be available during the next 8-O3 Flex reporting period. 

 

THE AUSTIN CLIMATE PROTECTION PLAN   

The City of Austinôs Climate Protection Plan (ACPP) is an aggressive plan to reduce or 

eliminate greenhouse gases.  Many of the measures implemented through this plan will 

also reduce ozone forming emissions.  The ACPP uses a five pronged approach to 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  The ACPP approach includes a municipal plan, 

utility plan, homes and buildings plan, community plan, and the ñgo neutralò plan.  

 

Implementation of each of the five ACPP areas of focus is currently underway. Significant 

developments in 2008 include the creation of a greenhouse gas emissions inventory for the 

City of Austinôs operations, development of policy recommendations for ways to reduce 

emissions from City operations and throughout the community, adoption of more energy-

efficient building codes for new buildings, requirement of an energy audit and targets for 

voluntary energy efficiency upgrades upon the sale of existing buildings, and formation of 

a community stakeholder group to help the ACPP team measure and reduce emissions 

from the local region.  

 

In 2009, the ACPP team will devote significant resources to the implementation of the 

Community Plan and ñGo Neutralò Plan, including the development of a carbon calculator 

tailored to Austin households and the creation of local carbon offset projects.  
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State Rules Implemented Through the EAC 

LOCALLY ENFORCED IDLING L IMITATIONS  

This measure limits idling of gasoline and diesel-powered engines in heavy-duty motor 

vehicles within the jurisdiction of any local government in the state that has signed a 

MOA with TCEQ.  The MSAôs initial MOA to locally enforce idling limits began with the 

EAC and expired January 2, 2008. As a part of 8-O3 Flex, local governments agreed to 

renew the idling MOA with the TCEQ.  

   

As of October 31, 2008, eleven jurisdictions renewed their idling MOAs in order to 

locally enforce the stateôs heavy-duty vehicle idling limitation rule during the ozone 

season.  The eleven jurisdictions are the cities of Austin, Bastrop, Lockhart, Luling, 

Round-Rock and San Marcos; and Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and Williamson 

Counties.  Upon signature, the fully executed MOA were submitted to TCEQ and EPA 

Region 6.   

 

The cities of Elgin, Georgetown, and Hutto are making progress towards renewing their 

MOAs, and the cities of Bastrop and Round Rock, as well as Williamson County have 

completed updates to their implementation plans.  It is expected that all MOAs and 

implementation plans will be completed prior to the 2009 ozone season.   

 

For this reporting period, one letter was sent on October 1, 2008 by Travis County in 

response to a complaint from a concerned citizen. 

 

CAPCOG continues to host the Web site, www.engineoff.org, which includes information 

on the regulation and a downloadable brochure. Copies of current idling MOAs and 

associated implementation plans are available at this public Web site.   

 

VEHICLE EMISSION INSPECTION &  MAINTENANCE  

In September 2005 the TCEQ adopted rules to implement a State vehicle emissions 

inspection and maintenance (I/M) program in EAC counties that requested to participate. 

Travis and Williamson Counties, along with the cities of Austin and Round Rock, 
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requested a revised I/M program be implemented in their jurisdictions.  Travis and 

Williamson Counties also committed to administer associated Low Income Repair and 

Replacement Assistance Programs (LIRAP), per existing state rules.  Commitments for 

continuation of both the  I/M and LIRAP programs were renewed with the 8-O3 Flex. 

 

For the Austin area, from May 1, 2008 to October 31, 2008, 418,556 initial emissions test 

were performed.  The emissions only failure rate was 6.60% for this period as compared to 

6.10% during last EAC reporting period.   Table 3.1 provides the failure rate by model 

year for the Austin area during this reporting period and Table 3.2 shows a summary of 

the test results.   

 

During this reporting period, Travis County issued 168 Repair Vouchers and 869 

Replacement Vouchers.  90 of the repair vouchers were redeemed and 512 of the 

replacement vouchers were redeemed (7 of which were for hybrid vehicles).  Williamson 

County issued over 350 Repair and Replacement Vouchers.  299 replacement vouchers 

were redeemed and 48 repair vouchers were redeemed.     

 

Operating in tandem with the vehicle I/M program, the Texas Department of Public Safety 

manages a remote sensing program to help detect high emitters traveling in the EAC area.  

The DPS contract for remote sensing services expired as of August 31, 2008.   The Texas 

Department of Public Safety is now receiving proposals from vendors who wish to 

provide the requested services for the on-road vehicle emissions testing program.  DPS 

will begin the process of selecting a vendor to provide remote sensing services beginning 

in 2009.   

 

From May 01, 2008 to August 31, 2008, 146,589 records in the Austin 8-O3 Flex area 

have been collected via the remote sensing program in.  About 89 vehicles qualified as 

high emitters of either carbon monoxide and/or hydrocarbon. There were 48 notices 

mailed to owners of high emitting vehicles.  For a complete summary of the results from 

the remote sensing program, see Appendix C.     
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Table 3.2: Vehicle I/M Failure Rates by Model Year in Travis and Williamson Counties from 

May through October 2008  

 

 
Table 3.3: Summary of the Inspection and Maintenance Program Test Results in Travis and 

Williamson Counties from May through October 2008 

  

STAGE 1 VAPOR RECOVERY  

 Amendments to existing TCEQ rules lowered the exemption level for facilities subject to 

Stage I vapor recovery controls from 125,000 gallons in a calendar month to 25,000 

gallons of gasoline throughput in a calendar month.   

Á  Approval Date: March 23, 2005 

Á  Effective Date: April 13, 2005 

Á  Affected Area / Timeframe: Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis, and 

Williamson Counties 

Á  Estimated Austin Area Reductions: 0.0 tpd of NOx, 4.88 tpd of VOC  

Model 

Year

Overall 

Count

Overall 

Fail

Overall 

Fail %

Emissions 

Count

Emissions 

Fail

Emissions 

Fail %

OBD 

Count
OBD Fail OBD Fail %

ASM 

Count
ASM Fail ASM Fail %

2006 38027 1221 3.2 38027 751 2 37735 570 1.5 0 0 0

2005 41502 1859 4.5 41502 1097 2.6 41074 878 2.1 0 0 0

2004 40025 2116 5.3 40025 1271 3.2 39496 1036 2.6 0 0 0

2003 40344 2699 6.7 40344 1779 4.4 39736 1505 3.8 0 0 0

2002 40510 3631 9 40510 2434 6 39816 2072 5.2 0 0 0

2001 38853 4248 10.9 38853 3051 7.9 37974 2663 7 0 0 0

2000 35840 3918 10.9 35840 2614 7.3 34850 2285 6.6 0 0 0

1999 29487 3704 12.6 29487 2527 8.6 28601 2247 7.9 0 0 0

1998 22952 3150 13.7 22952 2242 9.8 22160 2037 9.2 0 0 0

1997 20038 3259 16.3 20038 2414 12 19217 2203 11.5 0 0 0

1996 14565 2659 18.3 14565 2083 14.3 13795 1924 13.9 0 0 0

1995 13695 1749 12.8 13695 912 6.7 0 0 0 0 0 0

1994 10550 1499 14.2 10550 832 7.9 0 0 0 0 0 0

1993 8294 1338 16.1 8294 823 9.9 0 0 0 0 0 0

1992 5991 1062 17.7 5991 667 11.1 0 0 0 0 0 0

1991 4877 958 19.6 4877 625 12.8 0 0 0 0 0 0

1990 3684 741 20.1 3684 503 13.7 0 0 0 0 0 0

1989 2934 653 22.3 2934 458 15.6 0 0 0 0 0 0

1988 2036 463 22.7 2036 349 17.1 0 0 0 0 0 0

1987 1488 416 28 1488 345 23.2 0 0 0 0 0 0

1986 1344 405 30.1 1344 346 25.7 0 0 0 0 0 0

1985 1020 358 35.1 1020 313 30.7 0 0 0 0 0 0

1984 500 160 32 500 133 26.6 0 0 0 0 0 0

Description
Total 

Tests (TT)
% TT

Initial 

Tests (IT)
% IT IT Fail % IT Fail

Initial 

Retest 

(IR)

% IR IR Fail % IR Fail

Other 

Retests 

(OR)

% OR OR Fail % OR Fail

Overall Tests 418,556 100.00% 380,266 90.90% 37,246 9.80% 34,019 8.10% 3,776 11.10% 4,271 1.00% 1,244 29.10%

Emission Tests 418,556 100.00% 380,266 90.90% 23,781 6.30% 34,019 8.10% 3,581 10.50% 4,271 1.00% 1,207 28.30%

OBDII 354,454 84.70% 326,164 92.00% 16,468 5.00% 25,810 7.30% 2,356 9.10% 2,480 0.70% 596 24.00%

Tailpipe 64,102 15.30% 54,102 84.40% 4,041 7.50% 8,209 12.80% 1,146 14.00% 1,791 2.80% 600 33.50%
ASM 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
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Á  Administrative Code: Title 30, Chapter 115, Subchapter C, Volatile 

Organic Compound Transfer Operations, Division 2, Filling of Gasoline 

Storage Vessels (Stage I) for Motor Vehicle Fuel Dispensing Facilities, 

Sections §§115.227 and 115.229 

Á Implementation Status: TCEQ regional enforcement staff  have been advised 

of the regulation and its implications to the Austin areaôs EAC commitments.  

The TCEQ has 3.5 FTEs and 2 Petroleum Storage Tank (PST) Investigators 

assigned to perform air quality investigations in Region 11.  During this 

reporting period no violations on degreasing activities have been issued. 

 

DEGREASING REQUIREMENTS  

Amendments to existing TCEQ rules extended emission control requirements on certain 

solvent emitting processes to counties in the Austin Area EAC. 

Á Effective Date: December 31, 2005 

Á  Affected Area / Timeframe: Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis, and 

Williamson Counties, plus all San Antonio Area EAC counties (Bexar, Comal, 

Guadalupe, and Wilson) / year round 

Á Estimated Austin Area Reductions: 0.0 tpd of NOx, 5.55 tpd of VOC 

Á Administrative Code: Title 30, Chapter 115, Subchapter E, Solvent-Using 

Processes, Division 1, Degreasing Processes, §§115.412, 115.413, 115.415-

115.457, and 115.419 

Á Implementation Status:  TCEQ regional enforcement staff has been informed 

of the regulation and its implications to the Austin areaôs EAC commitments. 

The TCEQ has 3.5 FTEs assigned to perform air quality investigations in 

Region 11. During this reporting period no violations on degreasing activities 

have been issued. 

 

CUT-BACK ASPHALT RESTRICTIONS  

Amendments to existing rules extended restrictions on the use of certain paving 

substances to the Austin Area EAC counties.   

Á Effective Date: December 31, 2005 
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Á Affected Area / Timeframe: Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis, and Williamson 

Counties / April 16
th
 - September 15

th
 each year 

Á Estimated Austin Area Reductions: 0.0 tpd of NOx, 1.03 tpd of VOC 

Á Administrative Code: Title 30, Chapter 115, Subchapter F, Miscellaneous 

Industrial Sources, Division 1, Cutback Asphalt, Sections §§115.512, 115.516, 

115.517, and 115.519 

Á Implementation Status:  TCEQ regional enforcement staff has been informed 

of the regulation and its implications to the Austin areaôs EAC commitments.  

The TCEQ has 3.5 FTEs assigned to perform air quality investigations in 

Region 11. During this reporting period no violations on degreasing activities 

have been issued. 

 

LOW EMISSION GAS CANS 

New rules established requirements relating to the design criteria for portable fuel 

containers and portable fuel container spouts and the sale or distribution of the portable 

fuel containers. 

Á Effective Date: December 31, 2005   

Á Affected Area / Timeframe: Statewide / year round 

Á Estimated Austin Area Reductions: 0.0 tpd of NOx, 0.89 tpd of VOC 

Á Administrative Code: Title 30, Subchapter G, Consumer-Related Sources, 

Division 2, Portable Fuel Containers, Sections §§115.620-115.622, 115.626, 

115.627, and 115.629 

Á Implementation Status:  TCEQ regional enforcement staff has been informed 

of the regulation and its implications to the Austin areaôs EAC commitments.  

The TCEQ has 3.5 FTEs assigned to perform air quality investigations in 

Region 11. During this reporting period no violations on degreasing activities 

have been issued.  
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TEXAS EMISSION REDUCTION PLAN (TERP) 

This existing TERP program, created by the State Legislature, provides funds 

administered by TCEQ for competitive grant awards to public and private diesel 

equipment fleets in 41 Texas counties.  It covers the incremental costs associated with 

cleaner diesel equipment.    

 

During this reporting period, TCEQ accepted grant applications from the several Texas 

near non-attainment areas including the A-RR MSA for funding under the Emissions 

Reduction Incentive Grants Program. The deadline for applications was 5:00 p.m., Friday, 

June 30, 2008.  Table 3.3 shows a summary of TERP projects in 2008 for the A-RR MSA.  

A more detailed list of grant awards for this period can be found in Appendix D.   

 

TERP Summary (2008) 

NUMBER OF PROJECTS 129 

NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES 219 

TOTAL NOx REDUCED (TONS) 1382.31 

GRANT AMOUNT $12,507,776.89 

AVERAGE COST PER TON          $9,623.76  

 
Table 3.4: Summary of TERP Projects for the Austin Round Rock MSA (TCEQ, 2008) 
 

LOCAL POWER PLANT REDUCTIONS 

Austin Energy, LCRA and UT agreed to specific reductions during the EAC Stakeholder 

process.  

 

Estimated Austin Area Reductions:  Four Austin-area power plants anticipate NOx 

reductions of 1,866 tons per year (12.7%) by 2007. Reductions have been noted in TCEQ 

permits and incorporated into the SIP. 

 

Austin Energy: Austin Energy implemented its environmental dispatch program for gas-

fired facilities on ozone action days. The measure was in effect before 1/1/2005. The 

commitment to a voluntary NOx cap of 1,500 tons/year encompassing the Holly, Decker 

and Sand Hills facilities was included as a special condition of the Holly Power Plant SB-

7 permit as of 1/30/2004. The reported total NOx emissions from these three facilities in 



  

   30 

2006 were 1108 tons, which was lower than the voluntary NOx cap commitment.  In 

addition to the cap commitment, 241 NOx allowances are being retired each year.  Austin 

Energy shut down Holly Units 3 and 4 in September 2007.   

 

Sim Gideon Power Plant: The Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) has agreed to 

limit total NOx emissions from its Sim Gideon Units 1, 2, and 3 to less than 1,044 tons for 

each 12-month control period. As provided for in Senate Bill 7 (76th Texas Legislature, 

1999), Sim Gideon was allocated 1,344 tons of NOx. By reducing the allowable Sim 

Gideon NOx emissions from 1,344 tons to 1,044 tons for each control period, LCRA will 

offset the maximum expected NOx emissions from the Lost Pines 1 Power Plant, as 

previously committed to, plus an additional 100 tons. In addition, LCRA will not execute 

any allowance trades during any control period from Sim Gideon such that the 

combination of NOx emissions and allowance transactions exceed 1,044 tons. 

 

In November 2005, LCRA requested in a letter to the TCEQ, that the Sim Gideon Power 

Plant permit be altered to reflect maximum NOx emissions of 1,044 tons for each control 

period as identified in SB7.  The Sim Gideon permit alteration was received from TCEQ 

on December 21, 2005.   

 

Fayette Power Project:  LCRA and Austin Energy, as partners in the Fayette Power 

Project (FPP), have agreed to accelerate the FPP Flexible Air Permit final NOx plant-wide 

emission cap from an effective date of October 2012 to December 31, 2006. The early 

replacement of the interim cap of 10,494 tons with the final cap of 9,522 tons will reduce 

the allowable plant-wide NOx emissions limit by 972 tons. 

 

In October 2005, LCRA requested in a letter to TCEQ that the FPP plant-wide flexible 

permit be altered to reflect the accelerated date of the final allowable NOx cap from 

October 2012, to December 31, 2006.  The FPP permit alteration was received from 

TCEQ on February 24, 2006.   

 

LCRA is utilizing boiler combustion system modifications to achieve the Flexible Air 

Permit final NOx plant-wide emission cap. System modifications were installed on FPP 
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Unit 1 in 2002, on FPP Unit 2 in 2004, and on FPP Unit 3 in 2005. The modifications to 

each of the boilers involved installation of new coal burner tips and separated over-fire air. 

 

Implementation Status of New 8-O3 Flex Measures 

REGIONAL WEB-BASED RIDESHARE PROGRAM  

River Cities Rideshare (RCRS), www.rcride.com, is a Web and map-based ridesharing 

program designed for ease-of-use by commuters and administrators in order to maximize 

participation and usefulness. Both the user and the program administrator can track and 

quantify miles and dollars saved, emissions reduced, and calories burned. The program 

administrator can use the programôs incentive management feature to encourage 

participation.  The amount of NOx and VOC reduced by the program will depend on 

participation rates and vary over time.  

 

The following is a summary of emission reductions resulting from use of RCRS in the 

Austin Area from May 1, 2008 to October 31, 2008: 

 

Registered Users: 491 users 

Average Commute Distance:  15.89 miles (one-way) 

 

Emission Reductions 

Total Miles Saved: 242,741 miles 

Volatile Organic Compounds: 102,922 grams 

Nitrogen Oxides [NOx]: 130,595 grams 

Carbon Monoxide [CO]: 2,708 lbs 

Particulate Matter [PM]: 52,918 grams 

Carbon Dioxide [CO2]: 221,141 lbs 

Sulfur Dioxide [SO2]: 17,405 grams 

 

Assumptions  

User Carpool Rate: 20% 

User Carpool Frequency: 50% 

Average Carpool Size:  2.2 people 

User Rideshare (non-carpool) Rate: 15% 

User Rideshare Frequency: 20% 



  

   32 

 

OZONE WATCH AND WARNING SYSTEM  

The CAC requested TCEQ implement an ozone watch and warning system for the MSA 

in a letter dated October 2, 2007.  An ozone watch and warning system notifies 

participants when high ozone levels are expected to occur and sends a warning when high 

ozone levels are actually occurring. This system would replace the current ozone watch 

only system and offer extra protection for individuals sensitive to high ozone levels.   

 

The TCEQ Watch Warning system was implemented as of April 2008.  For the 2008 

ozone season, a total of six watches were issued for the A-RR MSA no warnings were 

issued.   

 

PRIMARY TERMS 

TERMs are transportation projects designed to reduce vehicle use, improve traffic flow, or 

reduce congested conditions.  Several jurisdictions and organizations committed to and 

implemented numerous TERMS under the EAC.  In addition to the TERMS continued as 

commitments of the EAC, various governments and agencies committed to implementing 

new TERMS in the 2008-2009 timeframe under the 8-O3 Flex.  The progress of these 

TERMs is illustrated in Figure 3.2 and Table 3.5. 
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Table 3.5: Transportation Emission Reduction Measures (TERMS) Project Status for the 8-hour 

O3 Flex for the Austin-Round Rock MSA (December 2008) 

 

Traffic Signal Improvements
SPONSORING 

AGENCY

PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION PROJECT  

LOCATION

IMPLEMENTATION 

DATE

# SIGNALIZED 

INTERSECTIONS

STATUS

City of Austin Signal 

Synchronization

* Annual synchronizations 

include an average of 250 

signals, within 30 to 35 

signalized segments or 

Various 2008 250 Complete

City of Austin Signal 

Synchronization

* Annual synchronizations 

include an average of 250 

signals, within 30 to 35 

signalized segments or 

Various 2009 250 On Time

City of Round Rock Signal Improvement Install New Traffic Signals Various 2008 3 Complete

TxDOT 

Signal 

improvements Install New Traffic Signals Various 2008 3 Complete

Intersection Improvements
SPONSORING 

AGENCY

PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION PROJECT  

LOCATION

IMPLEMENTATION 

DATE

# SIGNALIZED 

INTERSECTIONS

STATUS

City of Round Rock Sam Bass Rd. Construct new thru lane At IH 35 SB frontage 2008 1 Delayed

City of Round Rock Sam Bass Rd.

Construct RT Lane and 2 LT 

lanes At Chisolm Trail 2008 1 Delayed

TxDOT FM 973 Construct continuous LT lane From SH 71 to 

Pearce Ln.

2008 2 Delayed

TxDOT IH 35 Frontage Road Improvements 

& Turn Arounds

At RM 620  to S of 

McNeil

2008 1 Complete

TxDOT US 183 Construct Grade Separation  

Structure

@ FM 672 in 

Caldwell County

2008 1 Complete

TxDOT IH 35 Construct Turn Arounds At SH 29 in 

Williamson County

2008 1 Complete

Bicycle and Pedestrian Projects
SPONSORING 

AGENCY

PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION PROJECT  

LOCATION

IMPLEMENTATION 

DATE

# SIGNALIZED 

INTERSECTIONS

STATUS

City of Round Rock CR 122/Red Bud 

Lane

Construct sidewalks From US 79 to Gattis 

School Rd.

2008 1.44 Complete

Intelligent Transportation System (ITS)
SPONSORING 

AGENCY

PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION PROJECT  

LOCATION

IMPLEMENTATION 

DATE

# SIGNALIZED 

INTERSECTIONS

STATUS

TxDOT US 290 Install Conduit and Detection 

and Freeway Transportation 

Mgmt. System

From SPRR To US 

183

2009 2.7 On Time

TxDOT US 183 Complete Conduit and 

Detection and Freeway 

Transportation Mgmt System

From Lakeline Blvd 

to Travis County line

2009 4.5 On Time

Austin-Round Rock MSA 8 Hour Ozone Flex Program

Transportation Emmission Reduction Measures (TERMs)
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Figure 3.2: 8-hour O3 Flex Transportation Emission Reduction Measures (TERMS) Project Status 

as of December 2008 
 

AIR CHECK TEXAS LOCAL INITIATIVE PROJECTS  

The state has authorized funds to be used in counties that have an I/M program with a 

vehicle repair and replacement component.  These funds can be used to develop and 

implement new air control strategies designed to assist local areas in complying with state 

and federal air quality rules and regulations, as well as programs to enhance and improve 

the AirCheck vehicle inspection and maintenance program.  

 

Travis and Williamson Counties, in cooperation with TCEQ, continue to develop emission 

reduction measures using local initiative funds.  During this reporting period, Williamson 

County worked with TCEQ to purchase new hybrid vehicles for their fleet and to replace 

three heavy-duty diesels with newer cleaner models.   Travis County is currently working 

with TCEQ on a plan to purchase hybrid vehicles and propane school buses for Manor 

ISD.  

  

PAVING OF UNPAVED ROADS 

Local government signatories to the 8-O3 Flex committed to identifying candidate road-

paving projects and potential funding sources.  During this reporting period, Travis 

County funded the paving of 4.02 mile of unpaved roads.   
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VOLUNTARY LOCAL MEASURES  

In addition to continuing EAC measures, some governments and organizations committed 

to implement new measures for the 8-O3 Flex.  Travis County implemented a carpool 

parking incentive and an Ozone Action Day sign program at the Countyôs drive through 

facilities.  As a part of this program, signs are posted in two drive through locations on 

ozone action days and employees who carpool are moved to the top of the list for a free 

Travis County parking space.  Additionally, the City of Austin implemented a carpool 

matching system for employees.
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4. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT  AND OUTREACH ACTIVIT IES 
 

The Clean Air Coalition (CAC) 

The CAC is composed of elected officials representing the 12 signatory jurisdictions in the 

MSA. They guide policy, coordinate with TCEQ and EPA, and advise their respective 

elected bodies regarding the 8-O3 Flex.  The CAC meets, at least, semi-annually and is 

chaired by Mayor Will Wynn of the City of Austin 

 

The Clean Air Coalition Advisory Committee (CACAC)  

The CACAC is composed of staff from governmental and quasi-governmental agencies, 

throughout the MSA. The CACAC coordinates stakeholder input, reviews emission 

reduction measures, and reports on 8-O3 Flex issues to the CAC.  The Co-Chairs of this 

task force are Bill Gill of the Capital Area Council of CAPCOG and Cathy Stephens of 

Capital Metropolitan Planning Organization. The CACAC consists of approximately 30 

members and meets monthly. 

 

Our regionôs 8-O3 Flex is also reviewed along with those of other areasô 8_O3Flex 

Programs during Near Non-Attainment Meetings.  These meetings are held quarterly to 

bring together regions that are facing non-attainment such as the Austin/RR MSA and the 

Corpus Christi MSA.   

 

The Clean Air Force of Central Texas Board of Directors  

The CAF Board of Directors consists of 35 members united in the common goal of finding 

workable solutions for improving air quality in Central Texas.  The CAF Board represents 

environmental, governmental, corporate, academic, and community interests in air quality 

in the A-RR MSA.  The Board is chaired by Jim Marston and meets quarterly to discuss 

air quality issues, including the 8-O3 Flex.  
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The Clean Air Force Technical Advisory Committee (CAFTAC)  

CAFTAC is a committee of the CAF which provides businesses and citizens the 

opportunity to stay abreast of the latest technical and policy air quality developments.  The 

CAFTAC is chaired by Brett Davis and has approximately 55 members.  Meetings are 

open to the public and meeting notices are posted on www.cleanairforce.org.   To receive 

meeting notices and agendas by email, citizens can send a request to 

info@cleanairforce.org.   

 

The Clean Air Force Public Involvement Committee  

CAF PI is a committee of the CAF which helps to develop and implement air quality 

programs designed to educate citizens and businesses on the effects of poor air quality on 

our health and our economy and simple things citizens can do to help improve air quality.  

The CAF PI is chaired by Deanna Altenhoff and has approximately 20 members. 

Meetings are open to the public and meeting notices are posted on www.cleanairforce.org.   

To receive meeting notices and agendas by email, citizens can send a request to 

info@cleanairforce.org.  

 

CLEAN AIR Force of Central Texas (CAF) 

Public Outreach Activities & Meetings 

May 1st, 2008 ï October 31st, 2008 
 
 

May 7, 2008 CAF Executive Committee Meeting via Conference Call 

May 8, 2008  CAF Public Involvement Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 

May 22, 2008 CAF Technical Advisory Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 

May 28, 2008 CAFôs First Fundraising Event Honoring Senator Kirk 

Watson at Barr Mansion 

June 2, 2008  CAPP Google Group Launched  

June 4, 2008 CAF Executive Committee and Board of Directors Meetings 

at the Austin Chamber 

June 9, 2008 Attended Commute Solutions Month Meeting 

June 10, 2008 Attended Greenlights Workshop 

June 12, 2008 CAF Public Involvement Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 

July 1, 2008 New CAPP Reporting Software created in partnership with 

URS was launched 

mailto:info@cleanairforce.org
mailto:info@cleanairforce.org
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July 17, 2008 CAF Public Involvement Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 

July 18, 2008 CAF Booth at Fresh Air Friday Event at RBJ Center 

July 24, 2008 CAF Technical Advisory Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 

July 31, 2008 Meeting with Motion One Media Graphic Designer Mike 

Brannon to discuss new Ozone Alert System 

August 2008 Production and Editing of CAF PSA with Senator Kirk 

Watson and Paul Carozza of RunTex 

August 6, 2008 CAF Executive Committee Meeting via Conference Call 

August 12, 2008 CAF participated in TCEQ Clean School Bus Conference 

Call 

August 13, 2008 Meeting with Mike Brannon Graphic Designer to train on 

new Ozone Alert software 

August 15, 2008 CAF Booth at Fresh Air Friday Event at One Texas Center 

August 19, 2008 CAF Booth at TXDOT Commuter Fair 

August 21, 2008 CAF Public Involvement Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 

August 28, 2008 CAF Technical Advisory Committee Field Trip to Tour 

Wind Turbine Plant at TECO-Westinghouse 

September 2008  CAF awarded McNally Grant for School Bus Program  

September 3, 2008 CAF Executive Committee and Board of Directors Meetings 

at the Austin Chamber 

CAF submits letter to TCEQ Re: Potential Nonattainment 

Boundaries and Designations for Central Texas Region 

September 5, 2008 CAF Booth at Commute Solutions Kick-Off Event at 

Republic Square Park 

September 11, 2008 CAF Public Involvement Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 

September 17, 2008 CAF Booth at Whole Foods outreach event  

September 25, 2008 CAF Technical Advisory Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 

September 27, 2008 CAF outreach items and information at Bastrop Nature Fest 

October 1, 2008 CAF Executive Committee Meeting via Conference Call 

CAFôs 3rd Annual High School PSA Contest begins and 

expands from 5 to 15 schools 

October 2, 2008 CAF Public Involvement Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 

October 23, 2008 CAF Technical Advisory Committee Meeting at Austin 

Chamber 
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5. CHALLENGE S AHEAD/ N EXT STEPS 
 

Challenges Ahead 

Certified results from the 2008 ozone season show the Austin Region has maintained 

attainment of the 1997 ozone standard and has lowered the ozone design value to 77 ppb 

from the previous yearôs value of 80 ppb. This reduction in monitored ozone suggests that 

emission reduction measures at the national, state, and local levels are having a beneficial 

effect. Maintaining this favorable trend will require continued focus on the efficacy of 

current measures and attentiveness to possible increases in emissions brought about by 

growth in population-related emissions sources as well as new industrial sources. With the 

new legislative session starting, it will be important to follow proposed air quality related 

legislation to provide support to issues which will protect the quality of our air resources. 

Likewise, with new EPA requirements on implementation of the revised ozone standard 

being expected, it will be vital to examine the impact of these requirements and provide 

comment to both TCEQ and EPA when the regionôs best interests are at stake. With the 

investment made by local citizens in air quality improvement measures implemented 

through the EAC and now the 8-O3 Flex, it is important to insure that air quality gains not 

be ignored in new federal nonattainment implementation requirements or eroded by 

unfavorable state or federal actions. 

 

Next Steps 

 Develop and implement plan for maximizing ozone precursor emission reductions 

during the upcoming 2009 ozone season with goal of attainment;  

Å Review and comment on EPA new ozone standard implementation requirements; 

and 

Å Continue performance evaluation of existing measures and analyze potential new 

measures. 
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Appendix A: EAC Local Measure Status Summary and Reporting Forms 
 

Reports Enclosed: 

Cities: 

City of Austin 

City of Bastrop 

City of Lockhart 

City of Round Rock 

City of San Marcos 

 

Counties:  

Bastrop County 

Travis County 

Williamson County 

 

Agencies: 

Capital Area Council of Governments 

Capital Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Lower Colorado River Authority 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

Texas Department of Transportation 
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City of Austin 8-Hour O3 Flex Program Emission Reduction Measures Report 

Reported 
by: Leah Haynie Report Key 

Phone: 482-5342 

Email: Leah.Haynie@austinenergy.com  

  
 

Emission Reduction Measure                                        

Has the 
program been 
implemented? 

(Y or N) 

Reporting Information 

1. Airport Clean Air Plan, includes:                                                                                                 

1 a. ABIA Airside Incentives have infrastructure in 

place at airport for use by airside tenants                              
Describe status of the program. 

Y 

  

1 b. Alternative fuels for shuttle buses                          

Give the number (or percentage) of buses using 
alternative fuel.  

Y 

  

1 c. Alternative Fuels available for Aviation Fleet 
landside users                                                         

Give the number (or percentage) of equipment 
converted to alternative fuel.  

Y 

  

1 d. ABIA Alternative Fuel Infrastructure                    

How many alternative fuel facilities have been 
installed? 

Y 

  

2. Alternative Commute Infrastructure                                                          

Describe the status of the program. 
Y 

  

3. Alternative Fuel Vehicles                                                                      

Give the number (or percentage) of vehicles using 
alternative fuel.        

Y 

  

4. Commute Alternatives                                                                                                         
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4 a. Give the number of employees participating in 
each of the programs. 

  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

4 b. Give the average number of miles traveled while 
commuting. 

            

4 c. Give the number of days per week that the 
program is used.  

            

5. Contractor Provisions for High Ozone Days                                                                              

Describe the status of the program. 
N 

  

6. Direct Deposit                                                                              

How many employees receive direct deposit? 
Y 

  

7. e-Government and/or Available Locations                                                                       

Describe the status of the program. 
Y 
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8. Electric Utility Investments in Energy Demand 

Management                                                                  
Describe the status of the program. 

Y 

  

9. Environmental Dispatch of Power Plants                                                                  

Describe the status of the program. 
Y 

  

10. Fueling Vehicles in the Evening                                                                             

Describe the status of the program. 
Y 

  

11. Low Emission Vehicles                                                                        

Report the number of LEVs purchased or the % of 
fleet vehicles that are categorized as LEVs. 

Y 

  

12. Low VOC Roadway Striping                                                                                                 

Report the type of low VOC material and the average 
amount used. Be sure to include units. 

Y 

  

13. Ozone Action Day Employee Education 
Program                                                                                 

Describe the status of the program. 

Y 

  

14. Ozone Action Day Public Education Program                                                                                 

Describe the status of the program. 
Y 

  

15. Ozone Action Day Notification Program                                                                 

Describe the public notification program. 
Y 

  

16. Ozone Action Day Response Program                                                                 

Describe the public response program. 
Y 

  

17. Resource Conservation                                                                            

Describe the status of the program. 
Y 

  

18. Shaded Parking                                                                                        

Describe the status of the program. 
Y 

  

19. Shift the Electric Load Profile Y   

20. Texas Low Emission Diesel (TxLED) for Fleets                                                                   

Report the number of vehicles using low emission 
diesel (TxLED) or the fleet % using TxLED or an 
equivalent. 

Y 

  

21. Transit-Oriented Development (TOD)                                                               

Describe the program status. 
Y 

  

22. Transportation Emission Reduction Measures 
(TERMs)                                                                 

Report on Primary TERMS found in Appendix D of 
the 8-Hour O3 Flex (See adjacent Appendix D spread 
sheet tab).                                                                     

Y 

* Submit implementation status of 
each TERM to CAMPO 

23. Tree Planting Y   

24. Urban Heat Island/Cool Cities Program                                                                     

Describe the status of the program. 
Y 

  

25. Vehicle Maintenance                                            

Report the average time between two scheduled 
maintenance services. 

Y 

  

26. Paving of Unpaved Roads                               

Report any candidate road projects or potential 
funding sources that have been identified. 

  

  

27. Additional Voluntary Local Measures                              

Report on carpool matching system for employees. 
Y 

  

28. Other measures                                               

Report any additional air quality planning or emission 
reduction measures not included in this request. 
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City of Bastrop 8-Hour O3 Flex Program Emission Reduction Measures Report 

Reported 
by: Derek Dowdell Report Key 

Phone: 
512-321-0457 

Email: ddowdell@cityofbastrop.org  

  
 

Emission Reduction Measure                                        

Has the 
program been 
implemented? 

(Y or N) 

Reporting Information 

1. Access Management                                                         

How many roadway projects are 
employing this program? 

Y 
All project  reviews conducted by the city includes 
access management 

2. Alternative Commute Infrastructure                                                          

Describe the status of the program. 
N   

3. Cleaner Diesel                                                                       

How many gallons of ultra-low sulfur 
diesel (ULSD) have been treated with a 
NOx reducing additive? 

Y 17,526 gallons purchased 

4. Direct Deposit                                                                              

How many employees receive direct 
deposit? 

Y 
68 employees receive direct deposit out of 100 
employees 

7. Expedited Permitting for Mixed-use, 
Transit-oriented, or Fill-in Development                                                                           

Describe the status of the program. 

N   

8. Low VOC Roadway Striping                                                                                                 

Report the type of low VOC material and 
the average amount used. Be sure to 
include units. 

N   

9. Open Burning Restrictions                                    Y   

10. Ozone Action Day Employee 
Education Program                                                                                 

Describe the status of the program. 

Y   

11. Ozone Action Day Public Education 
Program                                                                                 

Describe the status of the program. 

N   

12. Ozone Action Day Notification 
Program                                                                 

Describe the public notification program. 

Y 
Notice is placed on the city website and the 
public information board at the city hall. 

13. Tree Planting Y 
Trees are required in all new developments as 
part of landscaping 

14. Paving of Unpaved Roads                               

Report any candidate road projects or 
potential funding sources that have been 
identified. 

N   

15. Other measures                                               

Report any additional air quality planning 
or emission reduction measures not 
included in this request. 

N   
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City of Lockhart 8-Hour O3 Flex Program Emission Reduction Measures Report 

Reporte
d by: 

Vance Rodgers 
Report Key 

Phone: 512-398-3461 

Email: vrodgers@lockhart-tx.org  

  
 

Emission Reduction Measure 

Has the 
program been 
implemented? 

(Y or N) 

Reporting Information 

1. Access Management                                                         

How many roadway projects are employing this 
program? 

Y 2 

2. Commute Alternatives                                                                                                        
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2 a. Give the number of employees 
participating in each of the programs. 

            

2 b. Give the average number of miles traveled 
while commuting. 

  40         

2 c. Give the number of days per week that the 
program is used.  

  5 5       

3. Direct Deposit                                                           

How many employees receive direct deposit? 
Y 98 

4. Drive-Thru Facilities on Ozone Action 
Days              Describe the status of the 

program. 

Y 
Banks are notified via e-mail about ozone 
action days  

5. Fueling Vehicles in the Evening                               

Describe the status of the program. 
Y 

All fueling at municipal facitlies is restricted 
to after 4 pm unles it is an emergency 

6. Landscaping Voluntary Start at Noon on 
High Ozone Days (Education Program)                                

Describe the status of the program. 

Y 

Parks and Cemetery have converted to 
battery units where feasiable; when 
schedule allow, mowing starts after noon on 
high ozone days. 

7. Low Emission Vehicles                                             

Report the number of LEVs purchased or the % 
of fleet vehicles that are categorized as LEVs. 

Y 7% 

8. Low VOC Roadway Striping Material                                   

Report the type of low VOC material and the 
average amount used. Be sure to include units. 

Y 
Use thermoplastic specifications for new 
marking or water base paints. Estimate 350 
gallons used during past 6 months 

9. Ozone Action Day Employee Education 
Program    Describe the status of the program. 

Y 
All city department heads receive e-mail 
notice the day before  

10. Ozone Action Day Public Education 
Program         Describe the status of the 

program. 

Y 
School adiministrators receive e-mail notice 
the day before  
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11. Ozone Action Day Notification Program                

Describe the public notification program. 
N   

12. Tree Planting Y 50 new trees  

13. Paving of Unpaved Roads                               

Report any candidate road projects or potential 
funding sources that have been identified. 

N   

14. Other measures                                               

Report any additional air quality planning or 
emission reduction measures not included in 
this request. 

N   

 

 

City of Round Rock 8-Hour O3 Flex Program Emission Reduction Measures 
Report 

Reported 
by: 

John Dean 
Report Key 

Phone: 512/218-5562 

Email: jdean@round-rock.tx.us  

  
 

Emission Reduction Measure 

Has the 
program been 
implemented? 

(Y or N) 

Reporting Information 

1. Alternative Fuel Vehicles                                          

Give the number (or percentage) of vehicles 
using alternative fuel.        

N   

2. Business Evaluation of Fleet Usage, 
including Operations and Right Sizing                                                                                      

Describe the status of the program. 

Y 

The City has a Right-Size committee which 
evaluates vehicle assignments to ensure 
that employees are driving the appropriate 
vehicles. 

3. Cleaner Diesel                                                          

How many gallons of ultra-low sulfur diesel 
(ULSD) have been treated with a NOx reducing 
additive? 

Y 8,200 gallons per month 

4. Commute Alternatives                                                                                                      Y 
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4 a. Give the number of employees participating 
in each of the programs. 

  180 30     0 

4 b. Give the average number of miles traveled 
while commuting. 

            

4 c. Give the number of days per week that the 
program is used.  

            

5. Direct Deposit                                                           

How many employees receive direct deposit? 
Y 817 




