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CAPCOG State Funding for Air Quality Program to be cut by 50%

Currently, CAPCOG’s air quality program is funded through a state grant for areas that are close to exceeding the ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). This funding has enabled CAPCOG to provide Central Texas with a robust and independent air quality program, including operation of a regional air quality monitoring network, conducting regional ozone modeling, and improving emissions estimates. But perhaps the most important role CAPCOG’s air quality program has played in supporting the region’s air quality goals has been to provide the technical guidance and support that was needed for the development of local air quality plans such as the Early Action Compact and the 8-Hour Ozone Flex Plan that have successfully kept the Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos MSA in attainment of the ozone NAAQS. 
To reduce this funding gap CAPCOG is seeking up to $100,000 in funding from local governments for air quality planning activities to help offset the proposed 50% cut ($259,650) in annual state funding. Without additional funding, CAPCOG’s air quality program will need to be significantly scaled back at a time when government leaders in Central Texas will most need the kind of high-quality technical support that CAPCOG’s air quality program has provided for years. With EPA about to strengthen the ozone standards to a range of about 60-70 parts per billion, while Austin’s 2010 design value is 74 parts per billion, a nonattainment area designation for the region accentuates the need to maintain a robust capability for locally initiated planning efforts.
CAPCOG Air Quality Technical Projects That Would Have to be Cut or Eliminated in 2012 with 50% Grant Cut

· Air Quality Monitoring

· Operation of Dripping Springs Monitor ($16,000 per year)

· Operation of Hutto Monitor ($17,500 per year)

· Operation of San Marcos Monitor ($7,800 per year)

· Operation of Lake Georgetown Monitor ($7,600 per year)

· Operation of McKinney Roughs Monitor ($12,500 per year)

· Operation of Fayette County Monitor ($14,000 per year)

· Mobile monitoring ($23,000 per season)

· Emissions Inventory Development

· Emission estimation improvements ($30,000-$50,000 per source category)

· Modeling and Data Analysis

· Update conceptual model of ozone formation in Central Texas ($39,000)

· Photochemical modeling ($15,000 per model run)

· Control strategy analysis ($20,000-$30,000 per strategy)  

Consequences of Losing These Technical Capabilities

· Monitoring

· Complete reliance on just two TCEQ monitors in Austin to measure regional ozone (rather than the current network of eight monitors)

· Removal of evidence of ozone being a regional rather than urban problem

· Loss of ability to compare upwind and downwind ozone concentrations to determine Austin’s contribution to ozone levels

· No mobile monitoring projects to measure ozone concentrations in areas not covered by a stationary monitor

· Emissions Inventory Development

· Complete reliance on TCEQ and EPA default assumptions many source categories for the area, which may be quite inaccurate

· Inaccurate cost/benefit analysis of control measures due to skewed emissions estimates

· Modeling and Data Analysis

· Complete reliance on TCEQ modeling and data analysis resources, the vast majority of which will likely be focused on Dallas and Houston

· Loss of ability to model impacts of creative and innovative control strategies

· Lose ability to ensure modeling for the SIP performs well for the Austin area, rather than for Dallas or Houston

· Diminished accuracy of modeling due to loss of monitoring data, accurate emissions estimates, and dedicated resources to perform Austin-specific modeling

· Outreach and Other Activities

· Diminished capacity to provide technical support to Clean Air Coalition, Clean Air Force, Commute Solutions, Clean Air Partners Program, and 8-Hour Ozone Flex Program

· Diminished capacity to provide assistance to local governments in understanding and evaluating control measures


