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1. INTRODUCTION  

In September 2008 local elected officials in the Austin-Round Rock MSA (A-RR MSA) 

along with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) entered into an agreement known as the 8-Hour Ozone 

Flex Program (8-O3 Flex).  This program is designed to guide implementation of emission 

reduction measures in the region, to improve air quality, and help the region maintain 

compliance with the 1997 8-hour ozone standard. 

 

In order to facilitate self-evaluation and communication with EPA, TCEQ, 

stakeholders, and the public, the region agreed to assess and report progress towards 

milestones in a regular, public process. With the completion of the 2009 ozone season the 

design value for the Austin region was reduced from the 77 parts per billion (ppb) last 

year to a value of 75 ppb for the 2007-2009 three-year period.  Since this is indication that 

the current design value is not only below 80 ppb but also decreasing, the requirements 

listed in Section 3.7.2 8-hour O3 Flex Program Progress Report to request EPA approval 

for changing to an annual report have been met.  Accordingly, the EPA approved a change 

to the reporting frequency for the 8-hour O3 Flex Program from a semiannual to an annual 

report.   

This is the 1
st
 annual progress report and accounts for 8-O3 Flex activities accomplished 

during the period of May 2009 through April 2010. 

 

 

In addition to maintaining progress toward 8-O3 Flex commitments, many participants 

implemented additional emission reduction measures for the 2009 ozone season.  These 

additional measures were implemented as a part of the regionôs efforts to avert a 

nonattainment designation for the 2008 ozone standard of 75 ppb.  Upon completion of the 

2009 ozone season, the design value for the region is 75 ppb, which puts the region in 

compliance of the 2008 ozone standard.  Details of additional measures implemented 

during the 2009 ozone season can be found in Appendix B, Local Measures Status 

Summary and Reporting Forms 
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Background 

Local governments, community and business leaders, environmental groups, and 

concerned citizens in the in the A-RR MSA have continued to be interested in taking 

proactive measures to address regional air quality problems, and in April 2008 an 8-O3 

Flex plan was submitted the TCEQ for their approval.  The plan was approved by TCEQ 

in June and sent to EPA, who signed the plan in September 2008.  The 8-O3 Flex was 

developed to assist the region with addressing the continued challenge of meeting the 

federal ozone standard by keeping existing emission reduction measures in place while 

considering additional proactive steps that can reasonably be taken to protect the health of 

the regionôs citizens.   

 

The 8-O3 Flex is the latest in a series of regional initiatives and builds on the regionôs 

previous plans: the 1-hour O3 Flex program and the EAC.  These voluntary initiatives 

allow the region to address regional ozone problems proactively rather than wait to 

address them through the prescribed federal nonattainment process.  Through these efforts, 

advised by the elected officials of the Central Texas Clean Air Coalition (CAC), the 

region has maintained compliance with the federal ozone standard despite a population 

growth rate that far exceeds the state and national average. 

 

The 8-O3 Flex can be accessed at the following link:  

http://www.capcog.org/documents/airquality/reports/8o3flex/Austin-RoundRock8-

HourOzoneFlex.pdf  
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2. AIR QUALITY STATUS IN THE AUSTIN -ROUND ROCK MSA 

The Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG) continues to coordinate technical 

planning activities in support of the local government jurisdictions represented on the 

CAC.  As shown in Figure 2.1, there are seven scientific ozone monitors located in the A-

RR MSA.  Two of the monitors in this region are operated by TCEQ (CAMS 3, and 38), 

while the remaining five monitors are operated by CAPCOG.  During the 2009 ozone 

season, CAPCOG worked with the TCEQ and a contractor to prepare and operate the five 

CAPCOG ozone monitors.  Figure 2.2 provides a summary of 8-hour averaged monitored 

ozone reading for the 2009 ozone season.  The data from these monitors is available 

through the TCEQ and can be accessed at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/cgi-

bin/compliance/monops/monthly_summary.pl. 

 

Figure 2.1: Austin Region Ozone Monitoring Network  

 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/cgi-bin/compliance/monops/monthly_summary.pl
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/cgi-bin/compliance/monops/monthly_summary.pl
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Figure 2.2: 2009 8-Hour Monitoring Data, Austin ï Round Rock MSA 

 

Ozone season for the A-RR MSA begins on April 1
st
 and ends on October 31

st
.  In the 

2009 ozone season CAC member governments, MSA residence and local businesses and 

organizations in the region made a ñBig Pushò to come into compliance with the 2008 

ground-level ozone standard of 75 ppb.  This new, more stringent, federal ozone standard 

put the region in jeopardy of being designated nonattainment.    If the fourth highest value 

at the regulatory ozone monitors did not exceed 77 ppb, the design value for the region 

would be 75 ppb, allowing the region to avert a nonattainment designation.  Figure 2.3 

shows the fourth highest monitored ozone readings from 1998 to 2009.  The Big Push was 

a success and resulted in a fourth highest value of 76 ppb measured on May 20, 2010.   






















































