

MEETING NOTES 


	►MEETING:
	Bastrop County Comprehensive Transportation Plan

Citizens Advisory Committee

	►DATE:
	October 9, 2008
	
	

	►PLACE:
	County Courthouse Annex
	►TIME:
	7 PM

	

	NOTES

	The objectives for this meeting were to discuss and plan for community and public meetings.  

	Welcome – CAC members were thanked for their help and attendance at the public meetings and community meetings.  Elizabeth Ascott announced that TxDOT has received funding for the consultants through the end of the project.  
1. Overview of Steering Committee and Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

The Steering Committee meeting covered the open house and survey update information and they will help in distributing the survey.  In the Technical Advisory Committee meeting the technical memoranda were discussed and members are still working to assist the CAC with community meetings.  
2. Discussion of Open Houses in Elgin, Smithville, and Bastrop 
Elizabeth Ascott commented that the open houses ran smoothly and that the attendance was 25 in Elgin, 19 in Smithville, and 24 in Bastrop.  It was noted that only a small amount of questionnaires were collected from the open houses and the events were not as well attended as the team had hoped.   

3. Discussion of Questionnaire 
· Casey Dusza announced that 80 Questionnaires have been collected (56 online and 24 paper versions).  All 5 zones have been represented but most have been from rural areas.  

· A little over 20% of respondents commute 30 to 60 miles roundtrip daily.  There was a discussion about the question not being clear regarding round trip versus one way and all future questionnaires will be updated to be more understandable.  

· Sidewalks, bike lanes and transit were rated the poorest.  

· Most important issues was providing passenger rail to Austin.  The least important issue was building a second bridge over the Colorado River.  
· The committee discussed a goal number of 700 to 800 questionnaires being returned to get a more accurate representation.  
· CAC members will distribute the questionnaire.   
· It was discussed that the libraries, city halls and chambers would be a good place to distribute questionnaires.  
· Jill Strube suggested we remove “one questionnaire per household” as there are different priorities in each household.  She also had the idea of creating a document the size of a business card with the website and survey information to pass out at events.  
· The committee discussed distributing questionnaires at different polling places around town during the November 4th elections.  Elizabeth Ascott will look into the rules. 
· The committee also discussed distributing questionnaires on CARTS rides.   
· Rachel Clampffer will distribute to the Bastrop Library.  
4. Discussion of Community Meetings 
· Dan Richards shared his community meeting experience with the group and recommended all take the necessary time to market the event and bringing tape if posting flyers.  Two people did complain about road problems and he referred them to Elizabeth Ascott.  He also mentioned that presenters need to allow the groups time to fill out the questionnaires.  
· The following additional community meetings were discussed 

· 10-27 Hunters Crossing – Bruce Wilson volunteered 

· 11-5 The Colony – Rachel Clampffer volunteered 

· 10-21 Elgin Noon Lions – Dan Richards volunteered 

· 10-21 Tahitian Village – Adena Lewis volunteered 

· 10-21 Cedar Creek Park Association – Rachel Clampffer volunteered 

· 10-18 La Riata – Need volunteer 

· 10-27 Elgin Rotary – Need volunteer 

· 11-3, 11-6, 11-10, 11-17 Elgin Ward meetings – Need volunteer 

· Jill Strube will look into Smithville PTA 

· Rachel Clampffer will ask Cedar Creek Elementary and Middle School PTAs

· Dan Richard will look into Red Rock PTA 

Closing
In closing the group discussed the purpose and importance of the questionnaires.  These will guide what is addressed in the final Plan.  

Elizabeth Ascott proposed a new meeting time and it was discussed that an earlier time would be more convenient for the CAC.  Elizabeth will propose a new time via email to all members.  

	


These notes are an interpretation of discussions held.  Please provide any corrections to the preparer, otherwise they will be assumed correct as written.

ACTION ITEMS

TxDOT:  
Ask CARTS to distribute questionnaires in busses; research election rules; update community meeting list.

CAC members
Distribute questionnaires and conduct community meetings.  
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