

MEETING NOTES 


	►MEETING:
	Bastrop County Comprehensive Transportation Plan

Steering Committee

	►DATE:
	October 9, 2008
	
	

	►PLACE:
	County Courthouse Annex
	►TIME:
	12:00 PM

	

	NOTES

	The objectives for this meeting were to discuss and plan for community and public meetings and project survey.  

	Welcome

· Judge Ronnie McDonald welcomed everyone, thanked all for attending the Open Houses and the Steering Committee meetings, and thanked Klotz for providing lunch for the meeting.  

· Elizabeth Ascott announced that TxDOT has received funding for the consultants through the end of the project.  She also mentioned that Joe Ternus has resigned from chairing the TAC but will still be involved in the project.  The Steering Committee will need to appoint a new chair.  
1. Discussion of Open Houses (Elgin, Smithville, Bastrop) 
· Elizabeth Ascott commented that the Open Houses ran smoothly and that the attendance was 25 in Elgin, 19 in Smithville, and 24 in Bastrop.  It was noted that only a small amount of questionnaires were collected from the Open Houses and the events were not as well attended as the Project Resource Team had hoped.   The CAC members have started presenting at the Community Meetings and all have been very successful.  So far 53 people have signed in and a large number of questionnaires have been completed from these meetings.  
2. Review of Executive Summaries for Existing Conditions 
· Executive summaries for the completed Technical Memoranda have been shared with the Steering Committee.  Please direct any comments to Elizabeth Ascott.  The TAC will be asked to approve the revised memoranda today.  
3. Status of Questionnaire 
· Casey Dusza announced that 80 Questionnaires have been collected (56 online and 24 paper versions).  All 5 zones have been represented but most have been from rural areas.  
· A little over 20% of respondents commute 30 to 60 miles roundtrip daily.  There was a discussion about the question not being clear regarding round trip versus one way and all future questionnaires will be updated to be more understandable.  
· Sidewalks, bike lanes and transit were rated the poorest.  

· Most important issues was providing passenger rail to Austin.  The least important issue was building a second bridge over the Colorado River.  

· The committee discussed a goal number of 700 to 800 questionnaires being returned to get a more accurate representation.  Some ideas for distribution included:  Judge McDonald taking it to the Ministerial Alliance and emailing the County’s database; Councilmember Frenzel including information in the 78721 publication; Adena Lewis distributing it to the Chambers mailing lists; and continuing to distribute it at the Community Meetings.  
· Councilmember Frenzel will recruit another representative from Elgin to join the CAC.  
Action Items – All Action Items were put on hold until the next meeting when more Steering Committee members will be present.  
 


These notes are an interpretation of discussions held.  Please provide any corrections to the preparer, otherwise they will be assumed correct as written.

ACTION ITEMS

SC:
Contiue distributing the Questionnaire.  
	►Prepared By:
	Arin Gray 
	► Date:
	October 17, 2008

	►Reviewed  By:
	Project Resource Team
	► Date:
	October 17, 2008



Page 1 of 2

